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Have deliberately peruſed the 2 0 
WW. ey into wy Te, intitled, 


8 - Rewarks on an Addreſs to the "Pep 
& called Quakers { And a Sermon on the Na- 
ture and Neceſſity of being admitted into co- 
e venant with Chrift, by Baptiſm: Publiſhed by 
«© Matthew Pilkin gton, LL. B. and Prebendary 

« of Litchfield: In a Letter to the Au- 
<« thor, by S. F erg. To which are added 

«2 few Obſervations, by J. Phipps.” 


% X60 called the Author, your Friend Fr i 
gill; and though I find two authors concerned 
in the performance, yet as they both come fortii 
in one publication, and appear to be united in 
their ſentiments; I ſhall conſider them as one: 
and without farther diſtinQigh. © 

| end, 1 * 
Of this piece, you deſtred my oH 15 
„Räng : but upon peruſal, I obſerved, that” 
your friend repreſents the Prebendary's reafonin 

in ſo weak alight, that T was willing 1 
my ſentiments thereon, until I could obtain a 
ſight of the Addreſs, and Sermon, « on T 
makes his Remarks, 3 e 
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5 expoſed ; or given occaſion for ſome of th 

expreſſions which I find your friend uſes concern- 

ing him. Such as, (a) Concluſions drawn from 
Very doubtful premiſes — certain in noi ling but their 
uucertainiy. — Prejunmiigg, arguments, and un- 


certain 2 uences. — Eu dent marks bd ſelf 
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« caſion of adminiſtring Baptiſm to one of riper 


« Years. With an Addreſs to the People 


| * called Quakers, By Matthew min 
e. Prebendary of Litchfield.” “ 


In peruſing this piece, I apprehend, the 1 
dary has been unguarded, and left himſe 


"The text is from Geneſis xvilt 1 WM 1 5 


2 hall circumciſe the. flaſh of your reli * 
* Hall be @ token of the covenant riwoeen me 
and you. 

The Scripture abounds ITY texts, min 
| the ordinance, of baptiſm 3 is repreſented dull and | 


1 in its own nature. 


And had the Prebend intended to reproſent.ir ? 
1 in a true ſcripture light, he had no need to wan. 

der to the inſtitution of circumciſion.: Which 
; 1 to another Teſtament, that is now 


iſfannulled :. and as the Teſtaments are quite 
different, ſo the two ordinances, of circum 


. ) Bother Remarks, | | 


1 find intitled, „ T he Neeztiry 
e and Manner of being admitted i into Covenant 
== 4 with Chriſt by Baptiſm, ſer forth, in a Ser- 
= men presched May 28. 1760. On the Oc- 


2 ifion 
and baptiſm, never bore any relation to each 


p ther; nor do they bear much reſemblance, on- 
5 a, what i is given chem 5 the mow 5 A. 
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 circamcifion as the entrance or admittance! into 
that ficſt covenant. But this he only x takes for 
granted, without examination. For had he 
attended to the hiſtory, he might eaff] have ob- 
Rerdech that long before the inſtitution of cir= 
curncifion, it is ſaid, in that ſame day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abram, ſaying, unto rby « 
feed pave I given this land. And tephen te- 
citing this promiſe, Hug the time to be, when 
as yet he had no child. But when Abraham firſt 
received the token of circumciſion, mael his 
fon was thirteen years old, when he was circumciſed | 
in the fleſh of his foreſtin. So that circumciſion ..* 
could not give admittance into that covenant, in 
which Abraham and his ſeed were ſecured, ma ny 
ears before cireumciſion had any exiſtence. — 
Fefide, it is contrary to the nature of things, 
and in itſelf impoſſible, for any creatures to 
enter into covenant with God; any otherwiſe 
than by acknowledging, embracing, ſubmitting 
themſelves to the Lord, and laying their humble 
claim to ſome covenant, which God of his own 
ſovereign goodneſs has-vouchſafed to grant unto 
them before. And therefore, it is not entered 
into, by any-thing done on their part : God, of 
his own grace, having already included them 
therein. And if we read the Scriptures With uh 
attention, we ſhall find, this is the thing intend- 
ed, wherever we have mention made of Iſrael 7 
making a covenant with, or before the Lord; 
which is called, taking bold of bis —_ 2 
For be it obſerved, that it is not to be found = 
throughout the whole Bible, that ever God gave, 
„„ oa "2 
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or renn ged. ally, 7 bleſſing, to i man, 40 re- 
* ward, or. compenſation for any ſervice done z or 
upon any terms, or on any condition by him to ; 
be performed. I know, many inattentive rea- 
ders think they can find it in an hundred places: 


but let them read with true deliberation, and 


it will appear, thoſe duties and obligations were 


never appointed as terms or conditions of their 
receiving, or being intitled to the benefit; but 
as the tenure, by which they were to hold the 

- enjoyment. of thoſe favours, which God had 

either actually beſtawed, or to which he had, of 
his own rich bounty, given them a title, prior 
= to thoſe obligations. — Circumciſion was not” 
= 2 entrance into the covenant, but a token of 


A token of that allegiance which God re- 
8 of Abraham and his ſeed, in conſequence 


-._ of the coyenant which, he had graciouſly made 
with them. | 


The Prebend acknowledges, aver and” again, 


two diſtinct covenants :, ane with Abraham and 
his ſeed ; but fays, (4) It was not by that 

„ coyenant by which : all nations of the earth 
„ were to be bleſſed : 


yet, he gives us NO ex- 
planation of the different nature of theſe two 


- covenants. The former pertaining to Abraham, 
and his natural offspring; and the promiſe ex- 


tending to the land of Canaan, with all the na- 
tural and external bleſſings thereof. The latter 


pertaining to Chriſt, the everlaſting Father, and 


all his a offipring, or children of the 
e 8 
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venly and eternal bleflings. Through this o- 
miſſion he was led into a maze of inconſiſtencies: 
for without due attention to the difference which 
the ſcripture makes in theſe things; all that 
can be ſaid of them will be dry and Ut, * as is well 
as confuſed and unintelligible. | ; 

Notwithſtanding his acknowledging two an 
tin& covenants ; and that eircumciſion pertain- 
ed to the one, and baptiſm to the other; yet in 
other places he rhe co them: and inſtead of 
attending to the directions given of God, re- 


= lating'ro each ordinance in particular; he for- 


gets thoſe peculiar to baptiſm; and frequently - 


miſe: extends to * bis. — - 


pleads the precepts and practices peculiar tio 


circumciſion, as binding in the caſe'of baptiſm: 
though the word of God gives not the leaſt 
countenance to any ſuch connexion. Yet he takes 
the liberty to aſſert,” that, (c) Whatever hath 
e been ſaid, therefore, relating to the neceſſity 
of receiving circumciſion, under the old cc 
venant, is equally concluſive with reſpe& to 
{+ he peceſſity of receiving baptiſm, under the 

«© new.” If God, in his word, has ſo ordain- 
ed; and ippoiated that the inflitutions relating 

to the one, ſhall be the ſtandard for the other; 
then the concluſion is juſt : otherwiſe, ſuch 

talk ought to be deemed profane; for man to 
== ſer up his own wiſdom, as a regulator to the ; 
=} 9 * 1 PR 8 
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He talks much af  bapriſin, 2s 4 deb of 
the new covenant : but it is altogether unintel- 
ligible. He' ſcarcely. offers any thing by way 
or proof; only what depends upon his own Al- 
ſertions, reſpecting circumciſion ; and things 


Wherein the ſcriptures are ſilent : as if baptiſm 


muſt undeniably ſucceed circumciſion : and tel- 
lin us, (4) Circumciſion was ſuperſeded by 
priſm.” Ge. Nor does he explain what 


fo he means by a token; and if he knew what he 
meant himſelf, it is more than I can learn from 
What he ſays. But he tells us, (e) Saul aroſe 
e and was baptized, that the calling of God 
might be ſealed unto him by that token of 
„ the covenant.” Ahd what he means by 
being ſealed, is left as much in the dark ; 


whether the token and the ſeal be the ſame thing; 
we may find it out if we can. Circumciſion 
was a token in the fleſh, which baptiſm is not. 


II by a token he means, a bright reſemblance, 
or a lively figure of the ſpiritual bleſſings con- 


tained in the new covenant ; this it certainly i 5 
but this would be to contradiét himſelf; when 


: he tells us, () * It may be conſidered as indifferent, 


« what the token is“. And that the manner 


_ of adminiſtring baptiſm, | gz) * Is left undetermi- 


* ned”, If he means, that a believer comi 


do the ordinance of baptiſm, is a token of his 
ſubmiſſſon to the righteouſneſs of God, exhibit- 


ed in the new covenant; this I allow: But 


khen it differs from circumciſion; inaſmuch as 
that v was a national token; ; Every man-child a- 


mong 


60 A 26. (e) Addreſs, P.. (J) Ser- 
mon 11. * 31. . 


non you « hal be F yes chis. is 060 | 
nal : If thou believeſt with all thine heart, hon 
mayeſt, But this alſo is a contradiction to what 
he aſſerts; that it may be done, | () when- 
& ever it ſhall be deſired for them by their pa- 
40 rents” ; for this can be no token of their af 
ſent, to the goſpel of Chriſt. And it is not 
the ſeal that God ſets upon his own elect; for 
that is his Holy Spirit 3 Whereas baptiſm, tho? 
a divine appointment, is an act of man, and 
cannot poſſibly be a ſeal for ſecuring eternal 
bleſſings. But there is mention made of a ſeal, 
on our part: He that hath received his teſtimany, 
=_ hath ſet to his ſeal that God is. true. The amount 
= therefore is this; the truth of God is manifeſt 
by the teſtimony of Chriſt ; and he that receives 
the teſtimony, ſers his ſeal, to the truth; and he 
that is baptized, after the due order, thereby 
gives a declarative token of his Ne received 
the teſtimony. | 19708 
. Hetalks much of baptiſm, as if ir was the 
very condition of ſalvation, or as if eternal life de- 
pended on it: for he ſays, (5)** There is no other 
<« method of being admitted to the benefits 
« cured to us by him (Chriſt) but by our en- 
on liſting qurſelves under that name by the cove- 
8 nant of baptiſm. — () There can be no m--. 
r thod of being admitted to a title 5 * 
. « Hits of the | Chriſtian covenant, but b . 
= < tiſm only. But with reſpect to ſack as do 
* Lago it, avs * n to n or guardi- 


ans 


bel Semen ST ING aw 
mon 15. 5 = | 5 e 


. ans, while ths children e e capable f uns 
4 derſtanding) their ſituation is, at leaſt for 


4. 9 ſome time, very dangerous: for till they are 


N ** baptized, they are not under the covenant'; 


Fw if dearts-0vertalies them before they are 


L. ſo, they can never be entitled to the benefits 


thereof.“ Had this been the caſe, the thief 


Arbe le veto dhe creſz had periſhed. But in 


the nature of the thing, it is impoſſible that bap- 


tiſm ſhould give a title or admiſſion to the bene- 


ffics of rae: covenant ; for, without. FAITH 7t 15 im. 


pefſible to pleaſe God: ſo that until we be bleſſed 
with faith, 


whoſoever is bleſſed with faith, muſt needs be 
in the covenant alfeady 3 ; "for faith is one of the 
Jpecial bleſſings thereof. For by grace are Je 


ſaved, through > fo ith © and that no 55 yourſelves ; 

#655 tbe gift , God. So then it is being in the 
covenant that gives a right to baptiſm; and 
not bapriſtn that gives a right to the covenant. 


It is true, as nothing can be a qualjfica- 


. baptiſm, without faith; neither, AC» 


<ording to the oracles of God, can there be any 


_ orderly admiſſion into the communion of the 
___ xifible church, without an open declaration of 
chat faith, by baptiſm. Then they that gladly 
received bis word, were baptized © and the ſame 


day there were added unto them about three ou 


Jand ſouls. 97-4 rt 


1 joins bert ry Ste eb 


thoſe who "mx the ordinance of baptiſm, and 


thoſe 


A Sermon, P. 1 | | £5 


. heither baptiſm, nor any other or. 
Ainance, can be performed acceptably: and 


PF 

6 r 
2 e S 

Z Engr 0 


952 ba IF ok : 
* 
: 
a — -4 
4 
1 * 


Wer 5 5 3 * -o* —_ 8 9 IE 9 tay 
He I . £ 2 * . (EL ONT ET IRE ESE I AL * SE r x 0 
'. . 8 E : #2, 3 SHES n > 8 . Eos 6 | 6 2 7 
E NL EPI ROT EEE, dy Bolle Ne — On ab : 8 = 1 
4 Y 5 . - \ 4 g * ; 3 4 0 Oe 1 — * 4 . 
3 : ; F 4 — 50'S Y W x * 1 i 1 e WES 1s \ \ 7 EY 
L og IRTP F 3 Jv WE 7 No - 8 3 * FR 13 n n 
7 Dl NRW r EE MPT Ss / ts Ik WE 90 e Ä 7 5 n 9 De Ie. 
8 „ rr i Det BS eats, eo: SL / . RE hs,  eTs 8 * — ? a 2 
8 N CCC /c pms fs 8 $ . ee * > . , 
( oo 43 Beg 4 7 — < f 7 * ö . 


mol who las 1 its kei 6 practiled acchrd- 
ing to divine direction: He, Jo believeth and is 


baptized; and therefore refuſe to arrogate to 


themſelves a power, which Chriſt never gave; 
by adminiſtring it to other perſons, while they 
are neither capable of believing, underſtanding 


the nature of it, nor its true deſign, neither of 


will or choice therein. And of both theſe he 
ſays, (n) d By comparing their tenets with 
„ the doctrines delivered in the ſeriptures, we 
e may be fully convinced that they do greatly 


< and dangerouſly. err.“ Here I would only 


"reccomend to him his own advice, ( * Let 
00 0 endeavour to examine carefully and im- 


partially what the doctrine of the ſeripture 
4e ig.“ And then let him point out wherein lies 
the error, in deferring a thing till ſuch time as 
it is poſſible for it to be done, according to 


Chriſt's appointment. And how does it correſ- 


pond with his own words ? when he pretends, 


that, (% © Baptiſm cleanſeth to the waſhing 
away of ſins;“ yet he qualifies it with theſe 


expreſſions, * If it be properly received, with 
« faith in Chriſt, and deſiring to have part with 
„ him yet without" theſe it is altogether i in- 
< effectual to that purpoſe.? 

He frequently refers to the act of Chrilt, in 
Alg the feet of his diſciples, for proof. of 


What he is pleaſe to lay, concerning baptiſm z 
and dwells npon it, as being the very ſame bap- 
tiſm which Jeſus commanded his apoſtles to ad- 
” miniſter. And ſpeaking of that very act, he 
ſays, 2 A , The felt Chriſtian baptiſm was ad. 

| D E hens © Ws 


(nm). Ib. p- 17: 10 Ib. . | Do Ib, 99... 


(e Ib. pa. 28. 


< mimiſtered by our Lord 


L 10 


«'tles,” | 


* 8 


<« tles, he only waſhed: their feet.“ Now ſup- 


poſing this gentleman to be ſuch a ſtranger to 


= the ſcripture, as not to know. that it is written, 
= Teſus himſelf baptized not, hut bis diſciples; and 


themſelves, been the adminiſtrators of baptiſm, 
long before, and that ſome of thoſe very per- 
ſons had been John's diſciples, before they be- 


ſoning ® which is to prove, chat baptiſm is the 


himſelf, until the night in which he was be- 


into coyenant with himſelf by baptiſm, which 


1.00; his own hands.” But had this been the caſe, 
where would have been the great error, of de- 


are not as yet capable of giving their aſſent 
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himſelf to his .apoſ- 
And gain, 495 When Jeſus baptized his ax N 


that theſe diſciples, whoſe feet he waſhed, ha 


came followers of Jeſus: yet is it not ſtrange, that 
he ſhould. ſo far forget the ſtrain of his own rea- = 


this, we muſt conſequently learn, that the Lord 
did not take the apoſtles into covenant. with 
trayed. And his own words expreſs it, concern- 
ing the ſame act, () Before our Saviour ſent 
cout his apoſtles to preach the goſpel, and 
s baptiſe all nations, he had admitted them 


© he vouchſafed to adminiſter unto them with 


clining-to adminiſter baptiſm to ſuch perſons as 


thereto, till they ſhould have underſtanding to 
conlider che nature of the covenant. 
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e propoſes the queſtion, (s) ct (7 baptiſm E 


. TT to be :Amiatcred 1 To this queſ- 


When they believed Philip, preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of 


tion the ſcripture, gives 2 very dire& anſwer, 


and repeats. it over and again. Then they 1 


that gladly received his word, were baptized. 


Teſus Chriſt, they were baptized. both men and 
women. _—_—/ hile Peter yet ſpake theſe words, 


the Holy Ghoſt fell on all 1 which heard the 


forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be bapti” 


Word 


Then anſwered Peter, Can any man 


z2ed._——I hen they heard this, they were bap- 
tized in tho name of the Lord Feſus. Theſe 
ſcriptures . ſo directly point out the time to be, 


when perſons have received the goſpel of Chrift 


in truth ; that had he attended to them, 12 


might with more propriety have ſaid, . 
this point; () © Can more clear and farif- 


ct factory l be required ?* But he pays 


no attention to thoſe directions which the Holy 


Ghoſt has given, immediately relating to bap- 
tiſm, but wanders to circumciſion. _ And tha? 


he had before affirmed, (2) * The covenant, 
© of which e don was to be the token 


* was to extend no further than to Abraham, 


e and to his ſeed, c.“ Yet now! that he may 
ſhape an anſwer to his own queſtion, according 
to his own fancy; he makes the covenants both 


one: and tells us, (W) The covenant made 


« with "beak was afterwards to become 


„ more extenſive, and was extended to all na- 


tions, by Jeſus Chriſt.” And when he hass 


c 2 made 
(s) Ib. 24. 0: 11, 33 (* 10. (w) 25, 26: . 
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made an | harangue, 4. time appointed 5 


> for” circumciſion, © he ſays, (x) © Wherefore | 
„ ſhould it be thought improper that the Chil- 


« dren of Chriſtian parents ſhould be admitted 


= into covenant in their infancy ?” Thus he 
talks at random, as if he knew no difference 
between what God has commanded, and what 


men may think proper. I fhall therefore alk. 
another queſtion ; Who made him a judge of 
the 1 of things, contrary to the plain 
directions given in the word of God? But it 


is not only the propriety, but the poffibility, 


that is in diſpute. For it is impoſſible for one 


man to admit another into the covenant: it is 
the work of God. It is impoſlible to inſtruct 


any. perſon in the knowledge of it, while they 
are incapable of underſtanding ; and impoſſible 


for any creature to find admiſſion into the cove- 


nant, by the act of baptiſm. | 
The ſcriptures he quotes are many of them T 


applicd to purpoſes foreign to their genuine de- 
gn; when he tells us, 75 The neglect of 
on baptiſm, will ſubject any to the penalty of 
« being cutoff from the people of God;” (which 


is quite impertinent, for they cannot be cut off 


ftom that to which they were never Pe 5 þ In 


roof whereof he cites the words o Jeſus, Ve- 
rily, verily, ay unto thee," except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into. the Leo ef Gd. But this cannot in- 
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* tea baptiſm; for material water cannot 
make a man a new creature, or introduce 
nim into the kingdom of God; it being _— 
a figure. of .regeneration. The waten here * 
intended is the word of life For as the birth 20 0 
is figurative, ſo, is the water Iſee John iv. 14. 

| Eph. v. 26. 1 Pet. i. 23. tit. 210 Again; 

in favour. of, fr 80 baptiſm, he urges the words 

$4 of C hriſt, Mark x. 14. Suffer the little children 

to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of. ſuch 

is the kingdom of God. This is a forcing of 
the text; for nothing of the nature of Bap. 

= tiſm appears therein, nor in the context. And 

as to the kingdom! of God being of ſuch, it is 
manifeſt that his meaning is, That ſuch as 
theſe little babes appeared in nature, ſuch his 

== diſciples, are in ſpirit, (lee. Mat. xviii. 2, 3, 4. 
Mark x. 13. Luke xviii. 17.) Further, he 
quotes Acts xvi. 15, 33. 1 Cor. i. 16. To 

Li 7 44 that whole families were baptized; and 
then demands, (z) Now will any one un- 
= < dertake to maintain, that there were nod 
children in thoſe, houſholds ; or, that 5 1 
there were, that thoſe chüden- were not bap- 

= < tized?” This is empty vaunting. Muſt we | 

WE undertake to controul the revealed will of God; 
unleſs we can prove negatives and non- entities? 

But this is eaſy to prove, that inaſmuch as the 
directions in the word of God, reſpecting bap - 
tiſm, have no relation to infants, we ought 
not to undertake to practiſe it upon them, ſo 
long as that ſtrict prohibition ſtands in the di- 
vine record. Add not thou unto his words, let 

2 | be 


(x) Ib. Pa. 26. 
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5 by reprove 'thee, uit: ien be You a Har. pn 


leſs he can prove that therè were infants in thoſe 
| houſholds, and that thoſe infants were bapti- 
ed, it is only to gueſs at random: which is to 
caſt the utmoſt contempt upon the Son of God; 
to ſuggeſt, that he ſhould leave the ordinances 
of bis houſe to be determined by uncertain 
ebonjectures. Again, he quotes the words of 
Peter; #be promiſe is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the' Lord our God ſhall call. What he 
Sy, pretends theſe words will prove, he leaves us 
2 r It is true, the word children is in the 
text: but he muſt think his readers very 
childiſh; if he expects they will take it for 
granted, that infants were intended by that 
word; ſeeing it was an appellation ſo common 
to the whole nation of Iſrael. Or if he would 
thereby ſuggeſt, that parents being Chriſtians, 3 
Mes right to their children; there is not the 


lleaſt appearance of any ſuch thing : : it was not 


ſpoken to them as Chriſtians (Which, at that 
time, they could ſcarcely be called) but as 
Jews: the bleſſings of the new covenant being | 
8 * firſt of all, to be manifeſted to that 
nation. (See Mic. iv. 8. Luke xxiv. 47. 
Acts All. 46.) Tet not coined: to that na- 
tion, bur equally extended, fo all that are afar 
F: nor yet to be enjoyed by any individuals, 
only > italy the faith of Chriſt, by the goſ- 
pel of his grace: therefore they are thus 
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: He: alſo ſays, (a) e And St. Paul clearlỹx 
0 = enough declareth, that children born of anỹx 
= < Chriſtian , parents, whether father or mo- 
ther, were, capable of being admitted into 
ccovenant with Chriſt, 5 he ſaith, be 
uunbelieving huſband: is ſan#ified by. the wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is ſanctiſed by the | 

== < bhuband; elſe were your children unclean, but. 
== << nw are they holy : That is, capable of being 
made partakers of the covenant of grace, 

== < and ſanctified by Chriſt Jeſus.“ If this 
text, with the context, be duly compared and 
examined, Paul declares nothing at all therein 
dut what relates to the holineſs of the married 
ſſtate; the lawfulneſs of a believer cobabiting | 
with his wife, although the were an unbelie- 
ver, and the legitimacy of thoſe children. 
And to pretend to draw things from the ſerip- | 
tures, ſo foreign to their genuine deſign, is to 
= uſe a very indecent liberty with the word. of - 
Xt God: as if it had been given us merely to ex 
erciſe our fancies upon. And to talk of the 
children of Chriſtian parents being capable of 
choſe things, is very ridiculous, ſeeing the 
EX things he mentions are the work of God alone; 
and the children of any parents in the world are 
== equally: capable of them whenſoever it ſhall. be 

== his good pleaſure. Gad is able of flonns to ew 
. up. rer unto Abrabam. 
ae puts the queſtion, (3) By when may 
WE << baptiſm be properly yr? hoy 2”. He 
1 takes no notice at all of the qualifications af the 

= - A of Chrilk 3 as h are aa down 7 + 


_ («) Ib. p. 27. ) Ib. p. * 5 


N 


15 3 
the word of 9 But ſay ys, (e) 4 That the 
„ feſt Chriſtian baptiſm was adminiſtred by our 


Lord himſelf te his twelve Apoſtles: That 


aihe gave them a commiſſion to go and: baptize 


c all nations and that when he had baptized 


e them he told them; he had given them an 
«6, $ example, that they mould do às he had done 

e unto them, that is, baptize others,” and give 
8 them a commiſſion to baptize alſo.“ In 
theſe ſentences, every word is utterly "falſe. 
Baptiſm was not.adminiftred by our Lord him- 


ſelf to his apoſtles. He did not give them a 


miſſion to baptize all nations; but only 
ſuch individuals of the nations as ſhould em- 
brace the goſpel. He did not tell them, he 
had given them an example that they ſhould 
baptize others; that was ſpoken' of his waſhing 


| their feet only. He did*not direct them to give 


others a commiſſion to baptize: For the com- 
miſſion; once given to his Apoſtles, is exten- 
ive; to all his faithful miniſters, through all 
ages. And lo, I am vitb you alway, even unto 
| the end of the world. Therefore, it is from 


Chriſt himſelf, and not from the Apoſtles, that 


every fairhful- miniſter receives his commiſſion. 
As it is likewiſe from himſelf alone they receive 
their qualifications for the work. Who alſo 
hath made us able miniſters of the New T, eſtament. 


And when thoſe miniſterial gifts manifeſtly ap- 
pear,” it is the duty of the church, and mi- 
niſters together, in an orderly manner to ſepa- 
rate them to the work, for which the Lord 


bas qualified them; by acknowledging their 
gifts, and in a ſolemn manner recommending 


then 


* 
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2 5 h er . i ws ] 
wen to the Lord. (See Acts vi. 3, 6. Xiiit 
3.) But he ſays, (e) “ That none after 


9 oh + "Apoſtles could properly baprize, but 
they to whom the Apoſtles had given ſuch a 


«commiſſion: that this power muſt be cons 


veyed to others by them; and ſo from one 
N of men to another in ſucceeding genera- 


tions.“ Thus he would direct us, by an old 


ſtale popiſh tradition, into an endleſs ako. of | 
' gy, of which no mention is made in the oracles 


of God. And if this gentleman were put to 
the ſame trial, as ſome in the days of Nehemiah - 
were, it is doubtful if he would not ſhare the 


ſame Lot. Theſe © fought their regiſter among 


thoſe that were reckoned by genealogy, but it was - 


not found: therefore were they, as n Ts 
5 from the prieſthood. © ; 


He puts the queſtion, ( FI oY In what manner 
* baptiſm is to be adminiſtred? And he ſays, 
„ Bapriſm' is to be adminiſtred in the name of 


„ the Farher, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


« Ghoſt!” But in his reaſoning upon it, he 
ſeems to have no higher conception: than the bare 


form of words. Whereas, to baptize in (or in- 


6 


) 
7 


\ 


1% the name, Sc. is nothing leſs than to N 


ticke a perſon upon a ful! confeſſion of bis faith, 


in the Three that bear record in heaven. Where: 


by he makes a full acknowledgment of the ſa- 
cred name, the divine nature, and the . 
of rich boundleſs grace, dwelling in, and pro- 
SIE from rhe 1 e Ms * and ths Hi. 5 


E 
E 7 , n «9 7 . 3 
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(<) Ub: p. . (4) bb. 49. 36. 
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des Abele hagivg 1 ee 


U 18 I 
a goſpel. of the grace of God, and to the 


whole record which God has given of his Son; 


he profeſſes his ſole dependence, hope, and 
confidence; to be fixed 1 — alone, for life, 
ſalvation, grace, and glorys and in conſe- 
quence Abersbf, that his. heart and ſoul is now 


e to the Lord; and be deſires that. 


henceforward his whole. life and actions may 
be ſo. And he comes to the ordinance of 
baptiſm in that ſacred. name, as a ratification 
of that confeſſion which he has made with 
' his mouth; or as a token of the unreſerved- 
55 neſs of his confeſſion of faith, in Chriſt Jeſus. 

I am very far from diſapproving the 


_ oe the words in the adminiſtration of the. 


ordinance; it cannot be amiſs to remind the 
_ perſon of the ſacred deſign, at the time of per- 


forming the ſacred act: though it cannot be pro- 


ved that the expreſs form of words is eſſential to 


the ordinance. But, that the perſon be duly in- 
ſtructed into the truth of the goſpel, and 


that he reſts alone in the virtue, power, and 


tized, in tbe name, and to be baptized, only, 


grace, which is manifeſt in that holy name, 
is efſential to baptiſm. Therefore, to be bap- 


at the naming, of the Three-One, are as dif- 
ferent as the ſubſtance and the ſnado w. 


But he mentions, Paul's repetition of >." 
Juohn faid unto the people; that they ſhould. 
believe on bim that ſhould come after him, that 
* on * Jeſus. — then he adds, (4) 
HFad 


A1 
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2 
2 * > 


| had he 7040 that paff 
might have obſerved, 


; left undetermined. it 


# 60 3 
& Had this form been ſcene: St. Paul 


1 would ſearcely have ordered thoſt he found | 


„ at Epheſus to be baptized again.“ But 

aſſage with attention, "he 
that the Apoſlle did 
not. repeat thoſe words of John, 3 a form 
uſed in the adminiſtration, but as the doctrine 
Which he taught the people. And, that it 
Was not for want of the form of words being 


uſed, but for want of their underſtanding 
being enlightened into the truth. of the thing, 
that was the occaſion of their being baptized 


again. 
He ſays, (e) With reſpect to the man- 
« ner of adminiſtring the water of 1 


< and what is neceſſary in that particular, we 


« muſt judge as well as we can from conſi- 

« dering, That when Jeſus baptized his A- | 

“ poſtles, he only waſhed their feet,” 
Then he enumerates ſome inſtances of 8 


ſons that were baptized: And of ſome of t 
he ſays, 
e tioned: 


(f „The manner how is not men- 
it might be by waſhing their feet, © 55 
0 by the ſprinkling of water, 17 pouring 

«© water upon their heads, by ümmechon⸗ or 
* in any other manner.” Then he draws 
this concluſion, (8). «© And what anſwer can 


e be formed from theſe accounts of the queſ- 
e tion, In what manner is baptiſm to be ad- 


„ miniſtred? but that, in this reſpect, it is 
But does not this cut : 
"D 2 11 : THES = a | 


(% mid. 31. (e) Ibid. 


| T 20 1 17 
2. moſt. monſtrous figure? ſometimes to peak 
= of baptiſm, as a matter of the utmoſt conſe. 
guence; as if the weight of eternal ſalvation 
= and damnation hung upon it; and then to tell 
= us, (g) That the water of bapriſm, TA 
e be properly adminiſtered i in any decent an 
% convenient manner whatſoever.” For that 
which may be done any way, can be no more 
than fancy or ceremony, and may as well be 
"undone. ——— But he appears conſcience- 
ſtruck, with the leht that glares in bis eyes, 
a n. favour of immerſion: ſo he ſlides over 
m and ſhakes it off, as well as he can. The 
bee, of our Lord himſelf, in Jordan, 
never mentiong. As to the inſlance af 
Ni and the Eunuch, where the words ſtand 
| 45 — 75 expreſſed, And they went down both 
Iro the water, both Philip and the Eunucb; and 
be baptized bim. Here he ſays, (Þ) “ A to- 
« tal immerſion. is not neceſſarily implied. * 
"And again, A total immerſion was not 
s the moſt e Os rite.” — . 
* merſion, or dipping, hath been ſuppoſed 
.< to, be the. cuſtom in the apoſtolic times.” 
\———* Whether: immerſion was or was ngt 
40 practiſed by ſome in thoſe early times is im- 
* material to the determination of the preſent 
wy queſtion,” And ſpeaking ' of thoſe ſcrip- 
tures. where mention 1s made of being buried 
with Chriſt in baptiſm; and whether: che man- 
per of baptiſm. be alluded to in thoſe paſſages ; C 
1 he turns it from him, ſaying, * examine and 


KY Judge 


1 : 2 7 . « 


an} 
« judge ſor your Ives.” — To ſuch eva- 
ſive ſhifts. are men driven, when they want to 
elude 'the” ſhining beams of light, or to Feli 
the Holy * in bis ren Denen ASS 

In my jodgtweite the Prebehdiny aplats 
to be a very weak man: having neither depth 


of underſtandipg in the Seriptures, nor co- 
gency of argument: but running along with 


Whatever traditions he has got in his head „and 
uotipg Scripture at random. Vor 
Fiend appears to be a man of more os 
But, whether his performance be more ac 
cording to truth, remains to be examined. 


T ſhall, Hievefore: in compliance with e 
queſt, make a few ee into "The? nature 


ON It. UK | 8 845 e : 4 


1 ; 


"Wn quiry firſt. What is lie main in cope or a | 


fign of his performance ned, 


I” 


In a book ltr the OT 15 Renk or 


Obſervations, we are not to expect a very re- 
gular concatenation of arguments: yet to be read 
with underſtanding, it is neceſſary that every ef- 


ſay be reduced to ſome order: but I think your 
Frieud's performance muſt be read with cloſe 
attention, to diſcover any order at all; or 
whether he has any fixed deſign, only to en- 


tangle the underſtanding. But T have attended 
to the tenor of it, with the beſt oberen 4 


could make. n 
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| * « 5 Ae his duty in all things“ 


929 r 3 E; 22 * A en 1 
oy 2 3. © He begins with r the 
candour and juſtice of the prebendary; be- 
cauſe he ſays in his addreſs, ** [ verily be- 
* Jieve that it is not through any diſregard 
« 22 contempt of God's word or will, that 
ye neglect to be partakers of the rite of 
ptiſm.” But if baptiſm be an ordinance 


1 Chriſt, and if his words be true which ſtand 
neceſ- 
, ary to be done by a diſciple of Chriſt, is 


in the next page; Whatever 18 
«* ſo plainly, declared in the goſpel, that a 

« careful and unprejudiced reader may fully 
Then, what- 


candour may appear in his words, they 


+ cannot conſiſt with juſtice; for a thing ſo plain- 


ly declared in the goſpel can neither be ne- 
Secked⸗ nor yet repreſented in ſo looſe a man- 
ner, as if it were undetermined, by perſons 


- ne facred Meppen 


"33 


. 4. 1 comes to the foundation of hs 


woken from circumciſion. And having noted 
with what circumſtantial preciſion, circumciſion, 


und the rites. of the old covenant, were direst- 


<d, he then turns upon him, with an air of 


triumph; that ſuch teſtimony cannot be pro- 


duced: for ſprinkling infants. But this is 


_ only. to moe from the real matter, which was 
water | 


who would be called Chriſtians, without dire- 


dary's argument for water baptiſm, as 
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water aptiſm, 4 not the ſprinkling of in- 
fants; 1 I do not find that the preben- 


_ dary dd Attempt to maintain; and there- 
fore it is 7 introduced * "008, 


friend... 1 95 


£119 4a, | 


P. 8. He eren to 88 &« fo 1 
« covenant of God in Chriſt Jeſus; but | 


does not ſo much as attempt to give any in- 


relligible_ deſcription of its excellencies, or 


the let es therein contained. Only 


ſeems to make a buſtle, or raiſe a duſt, 2 
out any argument, direct or concluſive) s 
if this covenant had i to do with any 

y to exclude wa- 


exterior rite, and particular 
ter baptiſm. But ſometimes he wanders to 


the ceremonies of the law of Moſes, and a- 
gain he harangues upon the e 5 195 


fants; fo chat it iS all confuſion, 1 


4 


3 18. 5 He ſuggeſts, that. water 388 


Aim was the baptiſm of John; and that Johns? 
adminiſtration. was only temporary : and then, 


he talks about - ſeveral. things, and ſuggeſts 


ſome imaginations, by way of amuſement, 


| but offers no Fertinenf r i 


4 1 


P. 21. He pretends to conſider che mi- 


niſtration of Chriſt, and its certain effects: 
and when he has trifled about it, under pre- 


| rence of «+ The moſt ſerious examination "= 
ſb to. us, of its * "0G a bat cine 5 


4 7 © 85 
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the apoſtle's_ believed this to. be 
reformation; with ſuch like things, fit to a 


"£1 


ſation” ; 2 Wap ome”. bo ND Kb freeze 
in Leripture have 4 ſpiritual. rica, that 
Ain 


muſe children; he gravely tells us,“ Few 


| be think deeply enough about matters of eyer- 


* latting, importance,” T 6 


29 6 n 1s BREA 


op}! 23. 7 give a clear infighi mid 10 
briſtian covenant, he lays Gow Thee Jeter. 
1 dropbſicions. 7 N OSS 


We have A ſinned; and come  thort of 


che glory of God. Rom. iii. 23. 
Adly. No unclean perſon hath” a5 inheri⸗ 


tance in the king dom of * Chriſt a and of God. 


5 Eph. v. 5. chr: 266 
1 a Except a man be born again, he cat 
not ſee the kingdom of God, John'lii, 85 


Upon the laſt of theſe propoſitions he ha- 


| rangues much, and quotes a great number, of 
ſcriptures; wt” in an undigeſted manner; ſo 


as one would be puzzled to know what he is 


driving at; but upon the whole we may learn, 
that he would have us to underſtand, that re- 
: generation is a ſpiritual work ; and that 
it is produced by that which he calls the bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt, or of the Holy Spirit, with- 


out the help of any outward obſeryance. But 


he gives no diſtinct definition of this ſpiritual 
. Operation; ; either how it is effected, or what 
the divine communications are, or what” en- 
Joy ments the ſoul is bleſſed with ; but jumbles 
chings together in a confuſed manner, like a 

| perſon 


e of 


1 
perlon who is an entire Poll "PA to - thi 
ine life, power, ſpirit, .and truth of che new 


birth; only what he has got in his Ai as 2 
| child might * taught. 15 N | 


— 


* 


. He en eb to prove, that . 
Chriſt commanded his apoſtles to teach and 
daptize, the baptiſm intended was that 5 
the Holy Ghoſt; and that the apoſtles di 
accordingly. baptize with the Holy Cap : 
He harangues upon it in a confuſed pe 
plexing manner, but if this part of 
book has any meaning, this is the Tos, 3 


* defign. TEND 


1 1 find it very difficult to trace out his 
5 meaning; nor do 1 find in his whole book 
any connected chain of argument, that is ca- 
8 pable of receiving a direct anſwer : for he _ 
„ frequently drops out of one thing into ano- 
= ther. fo that it is difficult to diſcover any 
_ connection; and as difficult to perceive where 
Bo. he made the tranſition. + In other places; it 
is difficult to lay hold of his expreſſions; | 
though his meaning is very obvious, by rea- 
ſon that he rather inſinuates his ſentiments, 
than fully aſſerts them; and in ſome places, 
what he aſſerts can macher be acknowleged 
nor denied, without being firſt ana 45 
by reaſon that truth and falſhood a 
17 appear. SOR in the ſame ſentence. 
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men What 1 oY deve See of 
this whole book; or the weight of all he ſays, 


reſts upoh three things, or or might have been 
reduced to three propolitioimt” 6 


It. That the baptiſm, f water was aol ; 
* tem 'orary rite, which is 2 gp. al 1585 3 


d eva 2 


_ 2dly. That the. 15 

- commandment. to 5 ls, and ad which 
they Ped, v Mig pg m, of ' WAIST 
but the baptiſm. o ah e 


"3dly. That the en . e 
being of a ſpiritual nature, excludes water 
ba I; or that the uſe of water baptiſm det 
| —_ from the excellency and virtue, or be- 

comes 2 rival to the ſpiritual baptiſm. Be 


= 
55 


i. ER {econd,.. Does, he give que honour 
00 e of truth,? .. 


nk 8 he expreſſes bie Aer or 
* ſome encomiums upon the holy ſerip- 
tures, declaring, that he approves the pre- 
bendary's advice; After a due and ſe- 
| _<..rjous examination of the ſeriptures, judge 
| bY = for: yourſelves, and obey and be directed 
F byche word of Cod. And urges againſt 
| 


bim, the ſixth of the thirty-nine articles, as 
well as his own words, upon the validity of | 

the boly ſcriptures; and improves: them in 
* to ſprinkling infants. But I do be , 


457 


wi ; 1075 43 . . 19 * Rp" Pr ** 9 
t he declares his fn Py 
in what” thoſe: ſenterices expreſs, reſpecting 
the ample authority of the written word. 
He alſo ſays, (m) I have ſeatched the 
ſeriptures diligently, and 1 hape honeſtly?! “ 
And again, () The ſeriptures are an excellent 
* favour, and worthy of our reverent atten- 
« tion; and we have great cauſe to be 
« aka: to God for preſerving them to 
us. Theſe, and . ſuch Ike 'expreſ= 
ſions, may appear ſufficient 7 
but the matter requites to be more cloſely = 
handled. For it is common with Arians and 
Socinians to raiſe enhcomiums on our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, though they do not acknowledge 
his proper Divinity. Nor do I find any thing 
expreſſed by your friend, reſpecting the e 
tures, that contains che full truth, as tau 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Al ſcripture is git 
- by inſpiration of God, and is prufitabls fe 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs. ; that the man o — 
may be perfect, n JOE: unte all 
good works. Wel 
In other places, he kad in a madig man- 
2 ner of the Spirit, without taking notice of the 
open revelation of the goſpel; though in caſes 
Where the ſubje& required it, and could not 
 otherwile. be —.9 intelligible. He ſays, ( 
That quickening Spirit which is called the 
ſeed of God.“ And ſpeaking of that whick 
conſiſts not in form but in power, he ſays, - 5 
The — Wer Ay is ca to be ROME — 


| # 


44 + ta 
TS ” k 3 4 $ 


irs. WP, . 0 Pome 0 P. 43. 


as p * 
8 : T ; 
a - 


SITS — —— —— 
* 


: 4 


6 1 ene effedtual | "operation of the Holy 


5 Spirit“. & 
What he means: by Spirit, i in theſe t 70 places, - 
is hard to determine: nor can his meaning be 
certainly known by his words. Three is a ſenſe 
in which they contain divine truth. For our 
Lord ſays, The words that I ſpeak unto you, they 
are Spirit, and they are life. And again he fays, 
The ſeed is the mord of God. In this ſenſe, the 
_ quickening Spirit is the ſeed :- That is the ſpi⸗ 
ritual Word, the precious truth of the goſpel, 

werfully caſt into the heart by the influence 

the ſpirit of truth. But if this is his mean- 
ning, he onght to have been more explicit. For 
wa. world in general takes ſuch expreſſions in a 

Lifferent ſenſe: and by the Spirit, they com- 

only underſtand ſomething of the enthuſiaſtic 

kind: as ſome occult. unintelligibſe operation, 
ſome uncommon emotion, or àgitation of the 
paſſions; or ſome imperceptible communi- 

cation of knowledge, or. good diſpoſitions 3 

which are not wrought through the Know- 

ledge of Chriſt in the: Senden but * ſome 
different operation. nn 
But this is a ſpirit of hikes + 7 the 

Tit: of Chriſt is not received any other way due 

by. the bearing of | Faith. As ſays the apbſtle, 

© Our Gaſpel came nat unto you in word only, but al- 

e in power, and in the Holy Ghei. The bleſ- 

 fings of ſpiritual .life are communicated by the 

Holy Ghoſt ; but not any other way than in the 

light of the werd ot truth. As Peter faith, 

| Being born again, not G corruptible ſced, but of 


A incernuptible, by (the; word of God, which leib 


aud abideth for ever. And John faith, Hboſo- 
Tax is born of _ ou ol. (emis a in 3 \ for his 


TX? J F ' ſeed | 
GY. 


* 


121. 


« * 


Jew: 


* Phariſees, The kingdom of God cometh not with ob- 


= /crvation, Neither} Pall they ſay, Lo, here f or s 
== here! for behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 


Ih He immediately! ſu e (4). Where ſhould we 
<< look. for it then, but within 21. Our worthy 
ah Fo 4 predeceſſors having þ ppily found it there, 
5 requęntly expreſſed t t needful exhorta- 
18 tion, - Mind the light, within.” ff Ars is. eaſy 
to underſtand the words of Jeſus, in this place. 


That the kingdom of God is in ſpirit and in 
truth: and neither conſiſts i in earthly grandeur, 
or pbmpous appearances in religion; neither of 


7 ſuperſtitious performances, or bodily exerciſe 


nor in any thing imaginary or enthuſiaſtical: but 
in the le of Jeſus, efficaciouſly . manifeſted tin. _ 
che ſoul; through. the light. and truth of the 
4 everlaſting. goſpel, + ning: into the heart, * 


che quickening power 0 the Holy Shoſt, 
WE whereby 75 is bleſſed with the enjoyment 
WE of, and conformity to his Lord. 
Wh But what does this man mean by Jooking 
for it within, finding it there, minding the 
light within, Sc. Does the Lord of life di- 
rect us to find the true light in the ſulphurous 
regions of bur own dark minds? No! he directs 
us to look to himſelf, be Son of righteouſneſs, 
= — the Light of ibe world, — the truth and the; 
W Life, That by the light which ſhines in him. 


$3 
A, & 


. Ib. be . 


1 ſeed. remaineth n him. "Which ſeed:i is ex plaine : : 
in another ſentence: The word of . ae in 


= In ariother place, he a to diſc cover nt 5 
4 Aire openly, Repeating our Lord's anſwer tothe 


. the darkneſs Wen is in us my be ann 


— 


" 1 & "y I. 

1 Ke what ) ade me, ſoall" not walt in 1 
, but nl bave the light "of life. An id, he 

dQirects us to the 8 or horizon, where 
__ this glorious fun makes his appearance, and 
F nde abroad his refulgent beams: that is, 

the Seriptures. In the. Doane of the Book it is 


—_ 7" of me. — And Ley art they which teſtify 


of me. 4 "things muſt be fi Fulflled which 
were written 11 the: 558 of Mofe es, and i in the 


Prophets,” and in the Pſalms, Frey me. 


And alt the light, comfort, Joy, peace, and 


_- hope; that any foul enjoys $ from, or in Chriſt, 
 _eomes'* through that medium.” For whatſoever 
52755 were toritten aferttime, were written for 
aur learning; that © wwe through patience and 

comfort of the Scriptures might 'bave hope. There- 


faoc.re tlie Apoſtie Petet directs the Saints to the 


eh alſo '# me "ſure word uf of 


_ Sctipture, | in their waiting for the da) y-ſpring, 
c illuminate (their 1 "ſaying, We bave 
1 prophecy ; ; whereunto 
do abb Ibat ye take bed, af unto 4 light 
at fbineth* in n dark Plate, until the day daton, 
ain ee ar ariſe i in your \ hearts. —— But 
t eunpeck to find the ligh "of the kingdom of 
God within us, any other way than as it ſhines 
im the fact of Jefus Chriſt, through. the in- 
fallible teſtimony of the written, word; is to 
leb for it to come with obſervation”: and ſo we 
aal be Brought to Tay, Lo, here, or lo there. 
For here we mall be led behind the curtains, 
ioto tbe chambers of imagery; Which the 
prince of light has ſtrictly commanded us to 
bun! Wpefefore, 720 Hall fay unto Hon, 
Wig Bbold, he % in +be deſart; go not forth: be- 
bs ball, be is in the ſecret niere 3 believe it 
1 . 


1 0 he to "Mine into our 3 - 'by 5 3 i 
= medium, beſide the written record, is not Go 
1 JE of truth. 
Again, he plainly diſcovers. contempt "of 
== the - >cripture in what he. ſays to the Preben- 
251 dary's (7) © I think thy profeſſion, of great 
Eo « regard for the Holy Scriptures, manifeſtly 
KY contradicted by thy curtailing and muti- : 
| «lating of them in various places; ſuppreſſing ; 


4 1 important deſign, and perverting their 
« ſenſe.” And then refers to his words: 


which are theſe, After a due and ſe. 
« rious examination of the Scriptures, judge 
4 for yourſelves, they are ſaid. to be able 10 
% nale à man wiſe unto ſalvation, (2 Tim. iii. 


than what is delivered in thoſe Scriptures, the 
&« ſentence againſt him is very feyere, (Gal. i, 
* 8, 9.) ln theſe OO the Preben- 
dary did, in, a few ſyllables, vary from the 
literal expreſſions; but he did not ſuppreſs 
their important delign, nor per vert their ſenſe: 
compare his words with the texts themſelvess 
the true deſign, and the full ſenſe, are both 
retained. — The Apoſtle was ſpeaking imme 

= diately of the Holy Scriptures, to Timothy, 
= when he uſed that expreſſion, - which are able. 
% make thee wiſe unto ſalvation. And to the 

= Galatians, when he pronounced the dreadful. 
L N . [OF that Thould Preſume o 


(r. 7. 


413.) and if any man teach any other doftrine 


: : preach acct we er; he was. 7 ling a 


the pure ge of crit, preached unto them 
by Mme which was no other thing, but 
the very truth contained in the Scriptures. As 
himſelf teſtifies of his faith, before Felix; 


Believing all things which art written in the law 


and ihe prophets. And of his doctrine, before 


5 Agrippa; witneſſing both to ſmall and great, ſay- 


ing none other things than thoſe which the Prophets 
and Moſes did ſay ſhould come. Therefore, the 


_ Charge exhibited by your Friend, is falſe : and 
185 41 5 to be done with no other debgp, but to 


preciare the ſacred Oracles. 


„ PI 4 


But reſpecting the former quotation, be ſays, | 


(s) « It is very difingenuous to cloſe the para- 
e graph thus quoted with a period ; ; when the 
10 Scripture immediately adds, through Faith 


_& which is in Chriſt Jeſus. There was no wrong, 


or violence done to the truth contained in the 
words, by cloſing them with a period; for the 


ſenſe ſtands compleat in the former part of the 
fſentence: only the latter part is a farther expla- 
nation, of the way of communication, whereby 
the wiſdom contained in the Holy Scriptures, 
ſhines with power into the heart: through faith. 
mubich is in Chriſt Feſus. But he ſays, (4) Thou, 
xrepreſenteſt the text as aſcribing ſaving wiſ⸗ 
dom to the Scriptures; they aſcribe it to faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus.” This is not only doing vio- 
lence to the word of truth, which expreſsly 
tells us, ' the Holy Scriptures — are able to make 
thee wiſe unto. ſalvation, but it is an inſult 


upon the common ſenſe of his reader; if that rea- 
der does but allow himſelf to . the text: 


And 
6 b. 5 le) Ib. 
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Los tj | 
' 4 it is a direct Lk to the know- 
ledge and experience of eyery one that is bleſſed 
with faith in Chriſt Jeſus : for they know, that 
it was by the wiſdom of God, which is con- 
tained i in the ſcriptures, that faith was produced, 
and is maintained in their ſouls: or in other 
terms, faith in Chriſt Jeſus is no other thing 
ut ſaving wiſdom, communicated to them by | 

= the goſpel of the grace of God; that is, by the 
== {Lcriptures of Jes" Therefore, the Holy Ghoft 
aich, /o tben, faith cometh by bearing, and hearing | 
9 the word of God. And again, the goſpel is 
- called, the word of -faith. Hence, to aſcribe 
ſaving wiſdom to the ſcriptures, is to aſeribe it 
as the author of the ſcriptures has done. And 
the ſcripture cannot be Broten. R eſpecting the lat- 
ter quotation he ſays, (a) * There is no ſuch 

b expreſſion in the place referred to.” It is 
true, the very Expreſſions are not the ſame. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of the goſpel preached to, and 
received 'by the Galatians ; the other ſays, ; 
What is delivered in thoſe ſcriptures.” But 
450 if that goſpel be the ſelf ſame with thoſe ſcrip- 


=_ tures (as it undeniably is) then whatſoever ſen- 
== tence is pronounced againſt the one, ſtands in 


3 full force againſt the other. And I do not find 
0 that the Prebendary did pretend to a literal re- 
cital of the words, but to point at the main 
deſign; taking for granted, what none can diſ- 
prove; that the doctrine delivered in the ſcrip- 
tures, and preached by the apoſtles, is the ſelf 
ſame _ Therefore it is very diſingenuous 
* your friend, to call it, An attempt to 
£* impoſe upon the FERRET 6:Y "fo long as it 2 the 


= fame 8 in Pe But by his being ſo 
ſtrück, that he tells us, „It is indeed fo 
[ an flagrant as to merit notice.” And by his e- 
gregious quibble, telling us, But few of the 
<< epiſtles to the churches, which conſtitute an 
excellent Part of the holy ſcriptures, were 
es then wrote.“ One might naturally ſuſpect, 
tdthat he found his conſcience galled, apprehend- 
= Ing the ſentence pronounced againſt himſelf. 
5 h Concerning the holy ſcriptures, he ſays, But 
„ hope I may ſafely ſay, as was wrote of John 
„ Baptiſt ; they are not that light, but ſent to 
< bear witneſs of that light.” This is a ſophiſ- 
F_— tical artifice, by making uſe of a ſcripture ex- 
preſſion to impoſe upon the unwary. But his 
daeſign plainly appears, to degrade the record that 
Cod gave of his Son. Jeſus Chriſt is the true 
light: in whom is hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge—Neither knoweth any man the Fa- 


; ther, ſave the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son 9 5 
mull reveal him. And as the knowledge of the Mt 
Father cannot be revealed any other way than „ 


through the Son, ſo the knowledge of Chriſt is . 
no way manifeſted to any man, but alone in the 
word of truth. Therefore the ſcriptures are that 
light to us; foraſmuch as the light, fulneſs, 
wiſdom, power, truth, life, love, grace, glory, 
and all the perfections of Chriſt, ſhine therein. 
Neither is there any other vehicle, whereby the 
light which dwells in the Son of God can be 
conveyed to us: nor can we behold his glory 
& through any other medium. Some perſons tell 
As, the ſcriptures are not God: the ſcriptures 
Kare not Chriſt: the ſeriptures are not the off 


Ghoſt, &c,—But he whole wet 


whoſe will is therein revealed, 1s God. 7 1 
light and truth ſhines therein is Chriſt: and he 


; os wiſdom. and power is therein diſplayed, is 
the Holy Ghoſt.— But they ſay, the ſcripture 


is paper and ink, the writing of men, a dead 
letter, &c. But this is a moſt baſe infult, up- 


on that God whoſe record it is, whoſe. truth 3 1 
contains, and whoſe ſtam wp bears. The H- 
ly Ghoſt does not ſpeak of 1 


or as the handy work of the ſcribes that wrote 


t, as paper and ink, | 


it, or as a dead letter: but as the power of 
God, the teſtament of his Chriſt, and, the word. 
of ti ife.. It is true, theſe bleſſings are commu- 
nicated, by means of paper and ink, &c. So 


are all edicts of the king, ſtatutes of the realm, 
deeds of conveyance, or a perſon's laſt will and 
teſtament. But the matters therein contained, 


are wiſdom, counſel, ſacred determinations, and 


authoritative decrees... And it would be great. 


contempt caſt upon the authors of thoſe acts, 


to treat them as inconſiderable, or diminiſh. 


their virtue. They are the very will, truth, 


ſpirit, and mind of him that publiſhed them : 


the intentions of his heart, repreſented in thoſe 
certain modes: thoſe, repreſentations bear a ſa- 


cred ſtamp; and wherever they come; they car- 


ry the ſame authority as the author's own pre- 


ſence.— Our Lord dire&s us to the ſcriptures 
alone, for inſtruction concerning himſelf. He 
has promiſed his Holy Spirit, to guide his dif- 
ciples into all truth. And ſays, He fall teach 


you all things : (But he points out the way of his 
teaching) And bring all things to your 


bal 1 have ſaid unto you. His work 
. there 


Remembrance, _ 


| | Which the ſpirit of truth himſelf, hath 8 


5 
A | 


open the dae to receive 7 1 
ious ＋ 0 which Jeſus hath ſpoken: 


inſpired his ape to write, in the oracles of 

| God. And to cauſe thoſe diyine teſtimonies to 
make ſpiritual impreſſion upon the mind: not 
d in empty ſound to the ears, but life to the 
© ſoul. And thus, through the power of the 
=. 3 74 Ghoſt, the goſpel is made, unto. all that 
believe, what, in itſelf, it truly is 3 3 The Tour 
of Goa unto ſalvation 

So long as the viſion and prophecy were in- 


Xp | compleat,. the Holy Ghoſt continued, from 


2 to time, to manifeſt his will to his ſer- 
vants, in viſions and revelations; 3 which he di- 
refied them to write, for the ule of his Church: 
nel he had revealed his whole will, and given 
us a perfect ſyſtem of divine truth, in the holy 
ſeriptures: and then he ſealed up the viſion 
and prophecy: and pronounced the heavieſt of 
_ evrſes, upon whoſoever ſhould preſume to add 
or diminiſh; [Theſe are therefore the days of 
bleſſedneſs : becauſe the darkneſs is paſt; and the 
true light now ſhineth. There is no want of ſpi- 
ritual n only by ſo much as we fall 
ſnort of Sanding, in this word of truth. 
Nor can there be any need of any other way of 
communication, of divine light; ſeeing ou 
ſcripture contains perfection of ſpiritual wiſdom. 
And the ſpirit of truth, by whom this light is 
made to ſhine, is promiſed to abide for ever, 


| 5 with them that believe. By his power and ſpe- 


cial influenge, the truth of this gracious reve- 
lation is bleſſed to his people; ſo that they re- 
eeive 1725 not as the word of men, but (as it is in 

_ hy truth) 


| 11 
trath) the word P God; which 
in them that believe. This word is called # 


lamp, and a ligbi. For as a lamp gives light; 


by reaſon of the oil and fire, which * and 
ſhines therein; ſo the ſcripture 3 is a perfect lights 
by reaſon of that grace and truth which it con- 


tains: and it is the alone light that is in the 
world, inaſmuch as Chriſt, the true light, ma- 
nifeſts all his excellency therein, and no other 
way. The Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of the ſcripture, * | 
as containing — fulneſs of him who is the eſs _ 
ſential and eternal word of God: calling it, @ 


light that ſbineth in a dark place,” And à juſt cha- 


racter it is: for, 9ur Saviour Feſus Chriſt—hath 
brought fe and OY to be, E hs 175 : 


goſpel. 


Fnquiry Third. Dor het handle the word of of | 


God wich wine th 7 


If Wwe give due 3 to the fete l 
tions of the divine will, we ſhall treat them 
with great reverence. Knowing that the eter- 


nal Jehovah may truly ſay of the holy ſerip- 


tures; as he ſaid of his 3 whom he 3 
ſend with Iſrael: MY NAME. 18 IN HIM. 


And ſo the apoſtle teſtifies, their practice was 3 
not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the word of 


Cod deceirfully, but by manifeftation of the truth, 
commending OO; ta err man 5 "iyeiente in the 


h, ies of God. 


Your friend, in ſome laced an ſeripi 7 
ture texts, to prove things to Which they have 


no relation, p. 7. concerning the 3 


he ſays; 0 That they may be read, yea ſearch+ 7 


das ed 


# | wally watkerb © _ 
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8 allably to the end for which th 
were imparted, is evident from Jobn v. 3 


ey 
9, 


„ 40.“ The text contains no ſuch thing as he 


ſays: he feigns it out of his own heart. T 


he 


words declare, what was their duty; to ſearch 
the ſcriptures: and what bleſſings were there 
teſtified of Chriſt, the eternal life: and what 


oſs they ſuſtained through their ignorance 
it; they would not come to him. —The {cri 


of 
P. 5 


tures may be trifled with, to men's own de- 


ſtruction: but he that ſaid not unto the ſeed 


of 


Jacob, ſeek ye me in vain; never yet ſuggeſted, 
that the ſcriptures might (indeed) be ſearche d, 


word unavailably.—p. 11. He quotes the words 


Chriſt's commiſſion to his apoſtles: Mark xvi. 
16, 16. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. And then ſlides 
in, his own Aſſertions; as if he had gathered 
from theſe texts, that the apoſtles baptized -with 
the Holy Ghoſt. But it is only a fiction of his 

own: for nothing like it appears in the words. 
Ep. 18, 19. He quotes, Matt. iii. 11, 12, 13. 
Mark i. 7, 8. © Luke iii. 7, 12, 14, 16, 17, 21, 
22. John i. 6 to 26. Theſe all relate to John's 


glorious end and deſign: to manifeſt the exc 


miniſtry and baptiſm; and particularly to its 


el- 


liency of Chriſt's ſpiritual baptiſm. But he pro- 
poſes them, to prove the ceſſation of water 
baptiſm. As if the ſuper-excellency of the one, 
rendered the other of no uſe. Which is a meer 


phantaſm of his own brain. For water bapti 


ſm 


never had any place, or was of any uſe, only 
in ſubſerviency to the ſuperior ſpiritual bleſs- 
ings: and this is what theſe texts fully prove; 


that the uſe of water baptiſm is only to ill 


uſ- 


trate, or make manifeſt, thoſe ſuperior excel- 
95 LE lencies, 
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== of its abrogation therein appears.—p. 39. Hav- 


ing aſſerted (in fact) that the apoſtles did bap- 
tize with the Holy Ghoſt ; he ſays, The 


«© words of the apoſtle Peter (Alls xi. 15,16.) 
« furniſh a clear proof of this obſervation.” 


= Gentiles : and that the goſpel word is made ef- 
250 4 {3 5 


4 


In favour of his light within, he quotes, John 


1. 4—9. This ſcripture points out the ſon of 
XZ God, as the true light: and directs us to him 
alone for the light of life, whoſe light is ſo 
pure and ſpiritual, that the dark underſtandings. 


— So Rn. Bs 

I Kod £2 es n 

< 8 bs 

8 FFF 
vs * 2 R 


of men comprehend it not. But light ſhining 


finding the light within ourſelves, as light can 
be to darkneſs. OTE „ BETS 


= if it were done with deſign' to confound, and 
<< juſt mention a 


effects.“ And then follows, Rom. vi. 3, 4. 


Coli; 17, 12. 1 Pet. in. 11. 1 Cor. i wh 


Wo 7obn iv. x4. Theſe ſcriptures all point out ſpi- 
== ritual bleſſings : bur only two of them ſpeak 
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directly point to water baptiſm, as a figure,” to 


lencies, and ſpiritual bleſſings, which center in, 
and proceed from God's holy one. But nothing 


The words furniſh a clear proof of the faĩithful- 
neſs of God, in fulfilling his promiſe to the 


* fectual by the Holy Ghoſt. But nothing, of 
men having a hand in the operation -p. 42. 


in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, is as oppoſite to 
In ſome places, he quotes a number of texts 
XX < together, which relate to different ſubjects: as 
loſe the true ſenſe. £ 26. He ſays, © I would 


w, and thoſe particularly 
<< expreſſive of the baptiſm of Chriſt, and its 


ſimply of the ſpiritual. part: the other three, 


a illuſtrate ſpiritual things.—p. 27. He quotes, h 
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#86, 27. Gal. iii. 26, 27. Moſt of theſe ſcrip- i 
_ tures, ſpeak of bleſſings, communicated from 
the fulneſs of Chriſt : but the laſt verſe, plain- 


Having juſt expoſed the prebendary, for con- 


_ «© that of Matt. xxviii. than the xiiith of John.” 
Then he quotes in order, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
Alls i. 4, 5, 8. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4. But I can ſee no 
more connection between theſe, than the for- 

mer: for the firſt of them plainly points to 

water baptiſm, as an act to be performed by 


which is alone in the power of the father and 
—_—.. 4a} 


' tures, in a 


to amuſe the reader, and divert him from a 
cloſe attention to the truth. Theſe are ſo nu- 
- merous, it would only tire your patience to re- 
eite them. And I preſume you remember many 


of the covenant : (Fer. xxxi. 31, 32, 33, 34.) 
about his omiſſion, mutilation of the text, Sc. 
But he fays, As an article of my Faith, 1 
 * will give the whole.” And after he has re- 
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ly. refers to water baptiſm : for it does not ſpeak 
of a bleſſing beſtowed, as the others do; but 
of an act performed by the believers.—p. 37. 


founding the commiſſion relative to baptiſm, 
with the waſhing of the diſciples feet; he ſays, 
„ am of opinion ſome other texts of ſcrip- 
tc ture vill connect much more pertinently with 


men: the others relate to that ſpecial gift, 


In other places, he cites numbers of ſcrip- 
ee manner; when it is difficult 
to gueſs what he intends by them: unleſs it be 


of them. But I ſhall mention one inſtance.— 
p. 8, 9. He makes a buſtle about the preben- 
dary, having only put down a part of the words 


cited 


EL Se) 


piſt would have ſaid no 18. And conſidering 
the ſtrange gloſs he puts upon other ſcripture 
we are left as ignorant what he believes of this 
as if he had faid nothing.— Thus the unwarx 
reader (whoſe ear doth not try words, as the A} 


mouth taſteth meat) may be led into confuſion, 


and empty amuſement, about he knows not 


© Enquiry fourth. Does he appear to ſpeak 
the language of the ſpirit of God? 


| He ſpeaks much of the ſpirit. But 1 am 
commanded,” not to believe every ſpirit : But 


try the ſpirits whether they are of God. And the 


reaſon given is very cogent : Becauſe many falſe 
prophets are gone out into the world. It is there- 
fore neceſſary, that the chriſtian have ſome in- 


fallible rule, whereby to diſcern the true ſpirit 


from all impoſtors. And there is no other 
criterion, but the teſtimony of God, in his 


written word. So that, to diſcover the ſpirit, 


dy waich he is inſpired, is to try whether he 
3 the ſame language, as the Holy Ghoſt 


| Heaks in the oractes of God, Jo the low and 


. 
(a) Remarks, p. | n | 


Ran 


8 2 ine , thy ſpeak not acrdin to this 
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. word, it ts becauſe there is no light in them. _ 
He tells of, (4) % That 1557 which ſalvation is 

e now attainable ; * the covenant of God in 

Shbriſt Jeſus.” In the words of the cove- 


. nant, of which he appears ſo tenacious, no 
mention is made of ſalvation, or any of the 
But the im- 


bleſſings thereof, being attainable. 
mutable will of God is the baſis thereof, and 
all the promiſes are abſolute. 
Teſtament, they are ratified in the ſame poſi- 
tive terms: He ſhall ſave his people from their 


Ans. For all the promiſes of God in, him (Jeſus 
.Chriſt) are yea, and in him, Amen. 
this is foreign language. He tells us, (c) © To 
* "a clap the tree good, is the buſineſs of reli- 
This is exactly ſuch an expreſſion as 
one = expect from a methodiſt : but utter- 
Jy inconſiſtent with the language of the ſpirit 
of truth. The word region, is of ſo indeter- 
minate a conſtruction, that if it ſtands alone, 
no man knows the meaning of it; any farther . 


than, that it is ſome kind of worſhip, or de- 


. _ , votedneſs; to ſome kind of deity, real or ima- 
ginary. Therefore it is never found in ſcrip- 
ture, without ſome epithet, or explanatory note, 
whereby 1 its quality may be diſtinguiſhed. But 
in whatever ſenſe it is taken, it is the work, or 


rformance of man : therefore it properly is a 
fruit. If this fruit be corrupt, it cannot purify 
that corrupt heart from whence it is produced : 
and if it be pure religion and undefiled, it is a 


demonſtration that the heart is purified already. | 
Agood tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither 
. Lan a corrupt tree oring "iy goou fruit. 


05 Ib. . 8. 1 Uþ. p. 25. 


* 


And in the New | 


Therefore 


* The An 
ſanctified 


„ 


who is God bleſſed for ever : Alpha and Omega : wi 
all in all: the Lord of glory? A character 55 9 : 


ven by the Holy Ghoſt, to him 1 in whom dwells 
the vain fancy of the imputation of a righ- 


Ghoſt points out to us a righteouſneſs, which 4 
lays as the foundation of our hope; Which ne- 
ver was, nor poſſibly can be wrought within 2 

us; but was wrought in the ſon of God him- © 
. ſelf: and which is imputed. to all that believe. -Y 

For he hath made him to be fin for us—that we © 1 

might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. — © 
By his knowleage ſball my ri g bteous ſervant juſtify 
5 many; for he ſhall bear their myuities, —For as 

_by one man's di obedience many were made ſinners, {© 

by the obedience of one ſhall many be made righte- | 
ous. — Aud this is bis name wherewith be ſhall be | 


Therefore, whoſoever treats this righteouſneſs, 7 
or the imputation thereof, as a vain 9 > ; dogs 
NOT . by the * of Jeſus, _ a 


Fe f n 1 5 1 ts tell us, (d * be che 5 1 


e apoſtles believed this to be the time of refor?- 


« mation, and Jeſus Chriſt. the means. Our 


Lord ſays of the ſpirit of truth, bs D glorify 
me. But can expreſſions ſo. Vague. and flat, as 


calling him the means, reflect any, glory to him 
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mean, ſo inſipid, ſo degrading. Was. never gi- 


all the Fulneſs of. 1750 godbegd bodily. He talks of 


ce teouſneſs unvrought within.” . The Holy 


callad, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


G 
— 4 


64 Ib. 22. 


. > 44 
e ak mode 4 baptiſm, he. ſays,. 
te) we And holy. {cripture ſo ſilent in the caſe.” 
his is not true. Holy icripture is very expli- 


I lt in the caſe. Jeſus came from Nazareth of 


= bogs and was baptized of Jobn IN Jordan.— 

4 5 Feſus, when he was baptized, went up trait. 
= way OUT of ihe Water. And of the Ethiopian 
4 55 is ſaid, They went down both INTO the water, 
= bath Philig and the Eunuch; and he baptized bim. 
And when they. were come ud OUT of the Water, 


3 Oc. And the apoſtle, ſpeaking of the figure, 
ds it relates to Chriſt the ſubſtance, uſes theſe 


expreſſions, Buried with him by baptiſm--- Buried 


wih him in baptiſm. 


Concerning the words of Peter; 4. ii. 38. 7 
 Repent and be baptized. Chap. iii. 19. Repent and 
be converted. He tells us, (f) The apoſtle in- 
* tended the lame thing by the word baptized, 
de in the firſt; as he did by the word converted 
in the laſt.- The words bear a very diffe- 
rent conſtruction; were ſpoken to perſons in 
bid different circumſtances; and upon very 
- different occaſions. The former were ſpoken = 
by way of inftruction, to perſons whoſe hearts 
God had touched, by the truth of his word, 
and by the power of his 7 ſo as they had 
received the teſtimony of that Jeſus, whom 
God had made Both Lord and Chrift ; and were 
now waiting to know what the Lord would 
have them to do. The latter were ſpoken to 
make impreſſion, or ſtrike conviction, upon the 
minds of perions who did not appear to have 
any conception of the truth, as it is in Jeſus: 1 
only wondering at the miracle, and gazing on 
the apoſtles, as though, BY their own e 


or 
(4) Ib.p.s. Ib. p. 16. 


or holineſs, they had done it. It is very viſible, 


the former was a direction given to perſons al- 
ready converted; to wait on him in whom they 
believed, in an orderly manner, in expectation _ 
of being bleſſed with the promiſed ſpirit. The 
latter was an exhortation to perſons unconver- 
ted, to ceaſe their oppoſition againſt the nam 
of that Holy One, whom they had before des 
nied: And killed the prince of life. But that ſpirit 
that hath pronounced thoſe tremendous curſes, 


upon any that ſhall dare to add or diminiſh ; 


(Revel. xxii. 18, 19.) will not permit thoſe in 
= whom he dwells, to treat his word ſo like a 
= child's-play. * e 
In regard to the promiſe of Chriſt to his 
poſtles, Lo, I am with you akvay, even unto 
the end of the world; he ſays, (g)** Hence- 
forward, when they were. engaged in the 


« ſervice of the goſpel, they found him, ac- 
e cordingly, to be with them in ſpirit, ena- 
„bling them to teach, baptizing : that is, 


A * 


oo 


. 


5 


life, power, and virtue of the Father, Son, and 
[1 


* 


ſentences are, indeed, diſguiſed with ſome qua- 


lifying expreſſions, to caſt a miſt before the eyes 
of the reader 0 that the arrogancy may not ap- | 
pear too glaring. But in another place, he plainly 
lays, - (i) © It may therefore moſt conſiſtently be 


* concluded, that the baptiſm intended in Maze. 
5 5 | xxvili. 
(s) Ib p. 39. (5) Ib. p. 12. () Ib. p. 40. 


„through the powerful influence of the ſpiri- 
e tual baptizer being upon them, and accom- _ 
«© panying their words, to baptize the ſpiritz'of . 
the believing hearers into the name, the in ward 


Holy Ghoſt.” In another place, he ſays of the 
= apoltles, (% And were thereby made inſtrumen- 
3 | © tal to baptize with the Holy Ghoſt.” The 
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« EIT is "that of the. Holy Ghoſt. ” "Now? 
in that place, they are Polkvehy commanded to 


__ do i it: therefore it muſt be their proper act, and 


in their power. And to prove the baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to be the thing which was 
4 commanded by the apoſtles ; ; or at leaſt, in an 
_artful way, to inſinuate it; takes up a conſi- 

_ *derable part of his book. - When the Holy 
© "Ghoſt ſpeaks of this divine baptiſm, he gives 
the ſole. prerogative to The only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. He never 
ſpeaks of this power as being communicable 
to men. But peculiar to him, to whom the 
Father hath given, To have life in bimſelf.--- 
For it pleaſe the Father that in him Should all 
Ffullneſs dwell, Therefore, to make this virtue 
common to any ſpecies, or order, of created 


beings, is to ſer the great promiſe of the Father 


in a very diminutive light, and to detract Hop 
the glory of the Son: and conſequently, i 

cannot be the language of the Holy Ghoft, 
And had your friend himſelf, known the gift 


of God, he muſt have known, that it is a ſo- 


vereign communication; not conveyed by man: 


it immediately coming N from the Father of 


Tights, | ie | | 5 | © £ 3 
" -Enqulty F Fra Does le give a_ tric Dell. 
nition of the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt : a 


In ppeskiflg of that converſion, to which Pe. 
_ ter exhorted the unbelieving Jews, he ſuggeſts 
it to be this ſpiritual baptiſm. But if ſo, it 
muſt be in the carnal man: for ſuch they a 
pear to be: and he exhorted them to it: i = 
jay ea 
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muſt _ * dls of . 25 
x 400 at, they nt with it. Wherereas our Lord . 
ſays, The ſpirit of truth, whom the world cannot VY K. 
receive, becauſe it ſeeth bim not, neither knowthh "2 
him. 
Ne pretends to conſider this miniſtration of 
Chriſt, to ſhew, (&)** The neceſſity and manner of 
entering into covenant with him by baptiſm.” 
The oracles of God contain no ſuch language 7 
as this. To talk of entering into covenant 
with the Lord, by any thing that is called | 
baptiſm, is the fruit of invention, not of di- 
vine revelation. Were the diſciples of Jeſus in 
covenant with him, or were they not; when 
he ſaid, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall Ave allo.---I am 
the vine, ye are the branches.---T hey are not of the 
World, even as I am not of the world. But go to 
my brethren, and ſay unto them, I aſcend unto my 
Father and your Father, and to my God and your 
God? For at that time, they had not received 
the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, _ 
He ſays, (J) This is the baptiſm of Chriſt ; 
KL the baptiſm which now ſaves; and without 
&« which ſalvation is not attainable,” In the word 
of God, ſalvation is never attributed to this 
ſpiritual baptiſm. It is a promiſe made for the 4 
comfort of thoſe that are already in a ſtate f 
grace and ſalvation: to illuminate and guide 3 
them into the excellency of the bleſſing of che g 
fulneſs of Chriſt: but to talk of ſalvation the re- = 
by, is no New Teſtament doctrine. _ LS 
He ſays, (n) © They became children of God 
« by ihe baptiſm of ths Holy Spirit.“ The 
ſcripture ſays, Ye are all the children of God by 
5 faith in Corije Jeſus. And it is to thoſe that 


3 4 
(*) lb. p. 21. (1) Ib. p. 29. l) Ib, p. 1210 2 -* 
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bibs fairh, hd to them only, that the promiſe 
"ap baptifin i is given. He ſays, () It is the bap- 


„ tiſm of Jeſus Chriſt, and that only, which 
makes members of Chriſt; children of God; 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. 

I bzbe ſcripture ſpeaks of it as given to fuck as 


are already in that ſtate. Becauſe ye are ſons, 
God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of bis Son into Jour | 
_ Vearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

He ſpeaks of (o) “ The efficacy of the Holy 


 *& Ghoſt in the work of regeneration ;* as if it 


were the very ſame thing with the baptim of 
the Holy Ghoſt. And through his whole book, 
he never takes notice of the difference between 
theſe two operations; which ſhews, he has read 
the ſcriptures with very little attention. And 
though he talks ſo much of this baptiſm; he 


Tpeaks very ignorantly, cen the true na- 


ture of it. 
To be born of God, a new creature, quick- 


ned together with Chriſt, a child of God by 


Faith, to be alive unto God, and Chriſt to be 
our Life; are all one and the ſame thing: and 
frequently called regeneration. Which is no o- 
ther thing than Chriſt in his grace and truth, 
entering into, and dwelling in the heart; and 


the ſoul in his underſtanding, deſires, delights, : 


truſt, love, hope and comfort, entering into the 
Dlelüings of life and ſalvation in Chriſt: ſo as 
there is a ſpiritual, and mutual indwelling: As 
it is written, He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh 
my blood, dwelleth in me, and J in him.--- And be 


8 * 5 dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 


Um. And this is to be born again, or to live 


* ia .. new life, That is, to live by che faith of the 


4 _ fon 
(Bp p. 30. (6) Tb: p. 41. 


4 4 164. bs 
Son of Goa" This i 1 the experience NY avi 


believer : He beholds ſuch fulneſs of love; 
grace, truth, righteouſneſs, peace, life, and 
alvation in Chriſt; that his heart and mind 
lives entirely upon Chriſt, and the bleſſings that 
are manifeſted in him: his ſoul: has no other 

reſt, nor life, nor joy, nor hope, but in Chriſt 


alone. And this new birth is produced by the 
truth of the word of God, through the pow 


erful influence of the Holy Ghoſt, Therefore, 2 
they Tor- ſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth. 'It 
is wut by the word of truth: for the 


words that Chriſt ſpeaks, They are ſpirit, and they 


er life. And all the kfiowledae of Cbriſt, with 


all the comfort, and ſpiritual enjoyment that 
any ſoul is bleſfed with; comes alone through 
thoſe manifeſtations of Chriſt, which ſhine in 


the ſacred record. For it is through what I be- 
hold of Chriſt, in that divine teſtimony, that 
the truth, love, and grace of Chriſt, enters my 


heart: and my intellectual powers enter into 


his fulneſs. And it is the ſame way that all 


holy principles are produced: for all true hu- 


mility, love, purity, patience, heavenly- mind 


edneſs, &c. are produced in the heart, through 


impreſſions made by what is revealed of Chriſt 
in the Scriptures. And it is wrought by the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt : for, 17 is the ſpirit that 


_ quickneth , the fleſh profiteth nothing. The car 
mind, the wiſdom, and the will of the fleſh; 


or the propenſity of the natural man; would 


never receive. the truth of the goſpel of the 
| Kingdom of God, were it not attended with 


| the ſpecial energy of the Holy Ghoſt: ſo that it x 
3 not in word only, . alſo in potver. A 
. Others 1 
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phear the word, as Jeſus ſaid of the Jews, to 
| whom he had. ſpoken, as neyer man ſpake ; my 
word hath no place in you, 
- aſcribes the ſpiritual operation to this 1 20 in- 
fAuence, Except a man be born of gc gas of 
e Spirit, Sc. For water, in this 
not be underſtood of the materia element ; ; 
for that has no quickening virtue; but of 
E the word of life. 
y 10% 11. 


muſt needs be of the ſame nature as regenerati- 
on; as it proceeds from the ſame fountain, and 


much higher in degree, that it is always ſpoken 
of, as a different operation; or a diſtin&, com- 
munication. As our Lord 


it more abundantly. It was not a promiſe that 


— — of grace, to be ſhed forth upon them 
that do believe. This ſpake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on bim ſhould recerve. The 
former bleſſing, 
the Lord was With them; for he ſaid to them, 


the latter they had not received, when, after his 


with the Holy Ghoſt, net many days hence, The 


i is oblerved, xot having received the promiſes. — 


ſtil * 6s, af-elfithes. 
Therefore. our Lord 4 
ce, can · 


See Deut. xxxii. 2. Ja. ly. 
The Lon of the Holy Ghoſt, diſtin guiſh⸗ ; 


ow by the ſpecial characters of, the gift, 15 ſeal- 
ing, the anointing, the promiſe of the Father, & c. 


is communicated by the ſame ſtreams: but ſo 
ſpeaks, I am come 


that they might have life, and that they might have 
they ſhould become believers: but a promiſe of 


the diſciples enjoyed, while 
Tt which have followed me in the regeneration. But 
reſurrection, he ſaid to them, Ye ſhall be baptiſed 


former, all the ſaints were bleſſed with, ſince 
the world began: fer, theſe all died in faith: but 
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now totally ceaſed: 


which was to commence when Jeſus was 
Hed; 


18 * 


Feju us Was not yet glorified. e latter is a pe- 
t, reſerved until the time when Chriſt 


culiar gif 
ſhould enter into his glory. And no man ever 


received it until the Son of God was alcended, 
When be aſcended up on high; be led captivity ag. 


tive, and gave gifts unto men. Therefore being oy 
the right hand of God exalted, and having recerued 


For 1 Hoh Ghoſt was not yet gi u au that 4 


of the Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, be hath 


ſhed forth this, which ye now ſee and hear. N 


Therefore, theſe eg operations are not to 
de contounded ; 


eeing God has ſet them in fo 
diſtinct a lig ght.—Nor are the external gifts, a8 


miracles, healing, ſpeaking with tongues, ke 
effential to the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Theſe were only ſigns, which for a certain pe- 
riod, accompanied the ſubſtance, as a token of 
the divine power. (Mar. xvi. 17, 18.) But are 
as being no longer neceſ- 
fary. But the truth of the promiſe is 12 85 
tual: 


That he may abide with you for ever. 

This ſpiritual baptiſm of the Lord C hriſt, 
Jort- 
is that abundant manifeſtation of the 
grace, wiſdom, power, and unſearchable riches 


of Chriſt ; which could not poſſibly be enjoyed 3 
before that notable period. Becauſe it is pecu 
lar to the preaching of  Feſus Chriſt : according to 
ße revelation of the myſtery, which was kept Jeeret - 
ſince the world began, but now is made manifeſt, 


Se. = dich in otben ages was not made known un- 
to the ſons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 


Holy apoſtles and prophets by the Spirit. — be fellow- 


ſhip of the myſtery, which from the beginning of the © 
world hath been bid in God. Even the myſtery. © 3 
1 which - 2 


H 2 


RE 


_—— 


r 
wobich hath been bid from ages, and from genera- 
= tions, but now is made manifeſt to his ſaints. And 
that this glorious diſplay of goſpel grace, or 

te exceeding greatneſs of the riches of the 

' fulneſs of the ory of Chriſt, revealed in the 


hearts of the 


do verify. He ſhall teach you all things. —He 
Hall teftify of me. — He will guide you into all truth. 


you.—This is the bleſſing promiſed in the old 
teſtament, under a number of very ſtrikin 

Tt: The light of the moon ſhall be a; the 
light of the ſun, 2 the light of the Jun ſhall be 
ſeven fold, as the light of [even days.—Thine eyes 


upon the dry ground. —Showers of Ueſings —Peace 


vation, & c. And theſe are ſpiritually explained 


jc no man taketh from you. — I ſhall no more ſpeak 


. . hath raiſed us up together, and made us fit 


WW 4 the ages to come, be * Shew the exceeding 


aints ; is the comfort promiſed 
by the ſpirit of truth ; the words of our Lord 


e ſhall take of mine, and. ſhall bew it unto 


ſhall ſee the king in Bis beauty.—There the glerious 
Tord will be unto us a. place, of broad rivers and 
ſtreams. —All thy garments ſmell of myrrh, and a-_ 
F , Joes, and caſſia; out of the ivory palaces, —A fun- 
Tain of gardens, a well of living waters, and ftreanf 
from Lebanon. — With very many more: as, foods 


lite a river.—The glory of Lebanon. —Wells f fal- 


in the new teſtament, by many very emphatical 
expreſſions. Theſe things have T ſpoken unta you, 
_ that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full. —Your heart ſhall rejoice, and your 


unto you in proverbs, but I hall ſhew you plainly of 
be father. —And theſe things T ſpeak in the world, 
that they might have my joy " fulfilled i in themſelves. 1 
ſoget ber in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. That, 


riches 


% 53 ] 
riches of his grace, in bis kindneſs towards 'q ks. 
through Chriſt Jeſus. —The eyes of your underſtand- 
ing being ws er that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the ſaints. And to now 
the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulneſs of God. — hich 
is C in you, the hope of glory. —1¹ whom, 
though now ye ſee him not, yet beheving, ye reoice 
with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory.— And Theſe 
things write wwe unto. you, hat your joy may ve full. 
Theſe divine teſtimonies, and breathings of the. 
Holy Ghoſt, with abundance more of like na- 
ture; do clearly manifeſt, what that ſpirit of 
truth is; ; and what that con'fort i is; which ac- 


cording to the promiſe of the Father, r 


to them that believe, fince the glorifice ion of 
the Lord: and which never was enjoyed by 
any foul, during the old teſtament diſpenſation. 
Becauſe, the way into the bolieſt of © all was not 
del made manifeſt, while as the if Iabernatle was 
yet flanding. © th 
And even now; Ges the vail is rent, the 
fountains of the great deep broken up, the win- 
dows of heaven opened, and the great myſtery | 
of godlineſs revealed; it is not every one that 
is called of God, that is preſently illuminated 
into the glory of theſe myſteries, or baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt. The apoſtles, according 
to the commandment of the Lord, waited 2 5 
number of days, after his aſcenſion, before 
they manifeſtly received the promiſe.” The 
Samaritans believed, and were baptized ; but 
as to this ſpecial g gift of the Holy Ghoſt, it was 
obſer ved, as yet he « Was Fallen upon une of them. 


' ** When 


4 


V 
When Paul found diſciples at Epheſus, he took 


It for granted, that they had believed; but, he 


aid unto them, Have ye received the Holy GH, 
SINCE ye believed? And writing to the church 
at Epheſus, concerning their truſt in Chriſt, he 
Jays, In whom alſo, AFTER that ye believed, ye 
wur ſealed with that Holy Spirit of promiſe. —I do 
not pretend to determine, whether any of the 
children of God, under the new teſtament diſ= 


= 
. 


. may live and die ſhort of this pecu- 
jar bleſſing — but certain it 18, they may conti- ; 
nue without it for ſome time, after their calling. 


I do not preſume to ſay how long: it may be 
one of thoſe times which the Father hath put 
in his own power. Yet it is my humble opi- 
nion, that no one ever did enjoy the bleſſing, 
until they fully received the teſtimony of God 
concerning it, and were brought into a humble, 
.reſigned, waiting poſition, as the Lord com- 
manded: wait for the promiſe of the Father, 
 @ohich, ſaith he, ye have heard of me. Nor do 1 
..conceive of it, as an inſtantaneous work (as the 
figns were, which accompanied the firſt effuſion 
of the Spirit) but of a progreſſive nature. Till 
wee all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
' knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
„ of the fulns of 
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and concluſive? 


eee 
to go upon a ſolid baſis; that their arguments 
may be demonſtrative, and their concluſions 
. undeni- 


Sixth. Are his arguments cogent 


8 £ >» >> 
4 2 4 * ' 
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undeniable. How forcible are right words? Umm 


what doth your arguing prove ?——Concerning 


ferred to by the apoſtles ; he obſerves, (p)** Yet 
„ not one word of water baptiſm.” He men- 
tions Mary Magdalen as an eminent inſtance of 
divine power and clemency; as well as many 
others, &c. And he makes it, an argument 
againſt water baptiſm, that we do not find our 
Lord directing them to it. But is this reaſon- 
ing ? When an ordinance has been command- 
ed, and ratified in a ſufficient number of places; 
does it become invalid, by not being mention- 
ed in every place ? And, by the way, who told 
him when, or where Mary Magdalen was cal 
led, or what paſſed at the time ?——Becauſe 
the apoſtles in council, ſent their determinations 
to the gentiles, without mentioning water bap- 
tiſm; he ſays, (q) Which evidently demon- 


e ſtrates it was no part of the injunction which 
cc 


it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to the 
* apoſtles and elders, to lay upon. chriſtian be- 
% lievers; and may thence be juſtly concluded 
<< to. be no part of true chriſtianjty.” Ler 
any man of underſtanding judge rationally of 
this argument, and it will appear moſt con- 


temptibly childiſh ; for neither baptiſm, nor any 


the covenant. mentioned by Jeremiah, and re- 4 


other 'precept, immediately pertaining, to the 


goſpel ſyſtem, was the ſubje& of that council: 
nor could have been introduced with any con- 
gruity. There were no injunctions of that kind 


(read the paſſage) but prohibitions from things _ 


that are ſinful, The Jews were tenacious Gf 
ceremonies: The Gentiles were ſo looſe, as to 
make no conſcience of things really finful : the 


1 IR deſign 
_ (2) Ib. p. 10. In lb. p. 166. 


1 1.36 5 
"+ of this. council was to "Hake the trüe di- 
- "Kinction. And whatever was merely ceremo- 
nial, they diſmiſſed, that the believing Gentiles 
ſhould: not be troubled with it: and pointed out 
thoſe things which were not ceremonial, but 
 fCinful in their own nature (as all the four things. 
there mentioned, are) from which they com- 


manded them to abſtain. But theſe things 


were utterly remote from any part of evange- 
heal worſhip.——Upon meer conjecture, res 
ſpecting the baptiſm of Cornelius, &c. He 
ſays, (7) Peter's mentioning water appears to 
es be in conſequence of ſome previous motion 
e made by another.” And concerning Phi- 
Tp baptizing the Ethiopian; (5) «© The eunuch 
„s firſt. propoſed the matter.” The point is 
not, who firſt mentioned it, but, that the 
apoſtle maintains it, as undeniable. And as to 
Philip, had he not, in his preaching, opened 
the nature and deſign of baptiſm, the eunuch 
had known nothing about it: but it was the 
moſt genuine, for the eunuch to manifeſt his 
unfeigned faith in the Lord Jeſus, by firſt pro- 
oſing to make that open confeſſion: and 
Philip with all readineſs adminiſtered it to him. 
— Upon the words of Paul, Cbriſt /ent me not io 
baptize, but to preach the zaſpel, he ſays, (2) 
„ That is not to baptize with water, but to 
„teach, baptizing, by the powerful influence 
„ cof the; Holy Ghoſt.” It is evident, the a- 
; poſtle conſidered the preaching of the goſpel, 
as his moſt important work; and baptiſm only 
as a concomitant : but had it not been contain- 


ed in his 1 he had been guilty of 
13 great 


Ot "1 (9 Ib. p. 16. (e) Ib. p * 


6 7 


Steat arroganey in doing it at all: for thers 
could be no pretext: for compliance with jewih 
traditions, among the Corinthians. But W-⅛Ja2 
made this man abitrator, to determine when the 
word baptize is to be underſtood of water, and 


when it intends the ſpirit? In the hiſtory of this 


adminiſtration, it is ſaid, And mam of the Co- 
rinthians hearing. Fee, and were baptized. 


This he pronounces to be the baptiſm of water, 


though no mention is made of water: while in 
other places, where the word is as ſimply ex- 
preſſed, he takes liberty to tell us, it means the 
baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt.—In order to inva- 
lidate the ordinance of baptiſm, he ſays, (a) 


-< All types had a reference to ſomethinz to 


come, they were conſequently. abrogated, 


£4 

Ws 
1 
1 


5, when the anti-type. appeared. If, by types, 5 | 


no more is underſtood than ſigns; ſhadows, er 


figures; the aſſertion is not true. Circumci- 


ſion in the fleſn was a repreſentation of Circum- 


ciſion in the heart; which the ancient believers 
enjoyed at the ſame time. And God ſaid to 
Iſrael, Verily my ſabbaths ye ſhall keep : for it is a 


n between me and you throughout your generations. | 
As this ordinance of the ſabbath is to be kept _ 
inviolable for ever; either the ſign and the ſub- | 


ſtance continue boch together, or elſe it is a de- 


luſive ſign, repreſenting a blefling, which * 


en to be em ayetl 


«Enquiry: ſeventh... „e your friend reaſon 


| like an n honeſt r man? 


* 1 


la) P. 10. 
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1 obſerve, he artfully endeavours to con- 
12 baptiſm with the | rites of the law of 
Moſes; that he may inſinuate, that it is abro- 
ed along with them. He ſays, (5) * As water 
s baptiſm had been in uſe AM the jews 
et long before the coming of John the baptiſt, 
-< or the appearance N the Meſſiah; and that 
+. people had been accuſtomed to a multiplicity 
e of ceremonies, Sc. And he afterward 
ſpeaks of the allowances made to that people, 
at the firſt: of circumciſion practiſed by Paul, 
on T imothy, Sc. We know, water baptiſm 
had been in uſe among tliem from the days of 
Moſes; by whom, God appointed divers waſh- 
ings!:- but none of them had any relation to that 
— baptiſm introduced by John, and practiſed by 
the diſciples of Jeſus; nor was that baptiſin 
taken from any of thoſe ancient uſages: Nei- 
ther were the Jews tenacious thereof. The Pha- 
riſeeꝰs refuſed to acknowledge it to be from hea- 
ven: but, rejected the counſel M God againſt them- 
ſebves, being not baptized of him; Nor is any 
mention made of its being allowed by way of 
indulgence: or any ſuch reaſon given for the 
practice of baptiſm, as was for Pauls cireum- 
ciſing Timothy, Theſe are all vain amuſe- 
ments. — Again, he ſays, (c) Similar to this is 
8 Chriſt's ſubmiſſion to circumciſion, and the 
e xituals of the law.— This ſeems to be the 
* moſt probable concluſion that can be drawn 
„ from our Saviour's ſubmiſſion to circumciſion 
and water baptiſm.— And though the latter 
© afterwards continued to be practiſed at times 
#6; by ſome of the 3 as allo did circum- 
66 r N 
635 P. 16. ; (0 P. 20, „„ 
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et ciſion, the tile of 'vows, - anointing 


* with oil, and divers other ceremonials of tlie 
5 abrogated: law, and cuſtoms of the :Jews; 


6 yet doubtleſs, this, as well as they, was in- 
«tended to decreaſe, and fall by degrees into 
«© diſuſe.” Whatever ſimilarity between theſe 
two miniſtrations, or whatever intention of the 
latter falling into diſuſe, his light within may 
a Have, diſcovered ; there is no ſuch thing found 
in the oracles of God. It appears to be the de- 
—— of unrighteouineſs, by a cunning 
-artifice to Join them together, 'to raiſe a ſmoke, 
to blind men's eyes, and obſcure the true lig 
Again, he endeavours to confound the real | 
2 baptiſm, with ſprinkling of infants: 
and when ſpeaking of the one, he artfully flides,* 
into the other : that by expoſing, the tolly of a 
human invention, he may fling an odium upon 
the ordinance of Chriſt. Baptiſm adminiſtred 
after the due order, is the commandment of the 
IL.ord: ſprinkling infants is à tradition of men: 
and as it has neither foundation, command, pre- 
ſident, or any kind of countenance in the ora- 
cles of God; he knows he can kick it about 
like a wiſp of ſtraw.— As if they were both one 
thing, he ftrikes at that which is from heaven, 
by a ſubtil tranſition to that which is of men; 
in ſuch ſentences as theſe, I do not find, in 
any part of the holy ſcripture, either precept 
or example for the preſent practice of ſprink- 
ling infants.—I can ſee no ſort of proof for 
infant baptiſm.— In both commiſſions, belief, 
and being taught, are previous to baptiſm. 5 
That infants are capable of . is out of 
5 I ent. 4 
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8 doubt. —Again ; the child is taught to bè- 

ce lieve, it was therein made a member of 
£6) Chriſt, a child of God, and an inheritor of 
«+ the kingdom of -eaven—But that ſprinkling 
«infants produceth theſe effects, is by no means 
* evident to my underſtanding.— And that the 
5 ſprinkling of infants is utterly deſtitute of 
e any proof of divine inſtitution.“ Theſe ſene 
tences, with others of the like nature, are 
ſtrictly true, with reſpect to the words expreſſed: 
but the deſign does not appear to be ſincere. 
For, to jumble this anti · ſcriptural tradition, to- | 
gether with a divine appointment; and pour 
juſt contempt upon the one, on purpoſe to de- 

preciate the other; is very diſingenuous: and 

5 to the pradtic of a — man. 


Eagaity Eighth. Was water baprii given | 
only as a temporary „„ : 

It is called; the: boptifm of Tobn, dern * 
was the firſt adminiſtrator: for whatever men 
talk of baptiſm being in uſe among the Jews, 
before that time, this baptiſm was peculiar to 
the manifeſtation of the Meſſiah; and nothing 
of the kind had ever made an appearance in the 
world before. But the queſtion is, Was it from 
bea ven, er of men? The Holy Ghoſt tells us, 
| There was a man ſent from God, whoſe name was 
Fobn. And John ſaid, He that ſent me to bap- 
- Fize with water, &c. So then, it truly was bap- 
tiſm of God. -Jeſus himſelf was baptized there- 
with, and afterwards practiſed it by his diſciples. 
Aſter theſe things came Feſus and his diſciples into 
the land of * ; "00 there be tarried with * 
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and baptized. This was the baptiſm of water. 
For the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given. The peo 


ple knew it to be the very ſame; and ſaid unto- 


John, Rabbi, be that was ' with thee beyond For- 
dan, to whom thou bareſt witneſs, bebold, -the ſame 
baptizeth, and all men come to him. And after 
his aſcenſion, this very aptiſm' was” admini=- 
ſtered by the apoſtles, In ibe name F the Lord 
Jeſus. Therefore, it is the baptiſm of Chriſt. 
And had not this been the very baptiſm given 
in commiſſion to the apoſtles they durſt not 
have preſumed to adminiſter it in his name. 
And notwithſtanding (after the reſurtection af 

the Lord, ſo long as the material temple was 
not deſtroyed) they might deem it lawful, upon 

ſome occaſions, to conform to ſome of: the a- 
brogated ceremonies, and accordingly did, yet | 
this was only in a way of compliance: not in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus. Had they fo far 
exceeded their commiſſion, they had forfeited 
their lives. But the prophet which ſhall preſume to _ 
ſpeak a word in my name; which ] have not com- 

manded bim to ſpeak—even that prophet jhall die. 
John aſcribes abundant glory and honour to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, acknowledges him to be 
the true Meſſiah of God, and in all things 
gives him the pre- eminence. And repreſents 
the baptiſm which he adminiſtered, only as a 
ſhadow, to illuſtrate the ſuperior excellency of 
chat brighter diſpenſation, ſhining immediately 
in the Son of God: which is the moſt glori- 
ous, rich, and powerful diſplay of divine good- 
neſs, eternal love, and boundleſs grace, that 
ever the Godhead ſhed forth, upon created be- 
ings. But there is not the leaſt TY 8 
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TOTP TINT his adminiſtration as temporary, 


- ed it as inferior: as being of no uſe at all in it- 
Flt; only in ſubſerviency to the ſpiritual bleſs- 
ings, reſiding. in, and | 


never ſtood in its way. Nor did it ever make 
its appearance in any other character than as a 
- ſervant: nor was it ever adminiſtered under any 


God's Holy One. And John fully clears him- 


of attempting to rival, or ſupplant the true 
bridegroom: or uſurp the place of him that 


i 2 ſaid, A man can receive nothing, except it be 


witneſs, that I ſaid, I am not the Chriſt, but that 
Lam ſent before him. Therefore to talk of this 
«miniſtration giving way to the other, is meer 
fiction. Does a ſervant leave the houſe, or at- 
tend with more alacrity, when the maſter is 
within? Does a friend abſcond; or wait with 
more delight, when he ſees the bridegroom's 
face? As John adds, He that hath the bride is 
- #he-bridegroom : but the friend of the bridegroom, 
wich fandetb and beareth him, rejoiceth greatly 


therefore is fulfilled. 
. Airy, is is this; It pointed directly to the ſon of 


kighteouſneſs; and as an index pointing to the 
fun, muſt have a variation in 1 direction, ac. 


8 
or that it was to be diſcontinued. But he conſi- 


| ding from him, 
who is the word made fleſh. And it could not 
give way: to the higher diſpenſation, becauſe it 


other pretext, but to manifeſt the glory « 
ſelf and his miniſtration, from any imputation 


baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt. -Fobn anſwered 


given him from heaven, Ye yourſelves bear me 


becauſe of the bridegroow's_ voice. 2 bis my joy 
All that r in W O's s mini- 


cordin 8 


oe 
. * 


n 
5 4 
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fir” . — oblique, oh Kerb 
vertical; ſo was his miniſtry. At firſt, he 
preached, ſaying, There cometh ons mig btier than 


after me. When the mighty one appeared, he 


Lord himſelf, nor any of the 
| breathed: any thing like it; nor is there auß 
ſuch thing to be gathered, from the practice f 


ſaid; This ig be of whom I ſaid, After me cometh a 
man, which is preferred before me, for be was be- 
fore me. And when he heard of his miniſtry, 
and the ſucceſs. thereof; he ſaid, This m joy 
therefore is fulflled.==2But as to à ceſſation © 


water baptiſm, neither John the * „the 
les ever 


any of them; but through all their miniſtra- 


tions, a continuation; and a ratification there- 
of. Therefore 1 conelude, this notion of a 


temporary adminiſtration, is a phantaſm, which 


was: maxed ſent eee * as 22 ! 
Was. e 


2 Wes | 
4 $8 4 > 1. 


gte; Ninch. 5 0 ÞFeſis 2406 commilſion 


1 to men'to baptize with the Holy Ghoſt? 2 


"47 


Phe deſign of the commiſſion was benen 


5 — and fimple to the underſtanding of the 


apoftles: For it was after the Lord had ſaid re 


them, 'The time cometh, when ] ſhall no more ſpeut 
70 you' me mages; and they had anſwered him, | 


Lo, now ſpeakeſt thou plainly, aud ſpeakeſt no pro- 


verb. So that they did undeniably nderfland 


the intent and extent of their commiſſion. The 
expreſs words'whereof, run thus, Gs ye therefore 


* 1 all nalions, 0 W them in * name 
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of the Fuzen, ond ef the Son, and of ile Holy 
4 Ghoſt, Sc. The plain natural ſignification of 
the word, baptize, is, to waſh in water: and 


Ha 


141. 


ſome of them had ſeen it performed by John, 
in Jordan ; and had themſelves been admini- 
ſtrators thereof, by the direction, and under the 


immediate inſpection of Chriſt himſelf. There- 


fore, when they were- commanded to baptize, 
without mention made of any other kind of 


baptiſm, they mult of neceſſity underſtand the 
very ſame in which they had before been 
occupied. In the Evangeliſts, the bap tifm 


of the Holy Ghoſt, and the baptiſm. oth ſuf- 
Ferings, are frequently mentioned; but never 


Without ſuch an explanation, as fully demon- 


ſtrates, what is the thing intended. But no ſuch 
explanation attending the words of the com- 


miſſion; how could it be poſſible for them to 


form any conception, but what the words did 
naturally convey? beſide, as the baptiſm of the 


Holy Ghoſt had, never been mentioned, but as 


a work peculiar to the Son of God, it was con- 
trary to the very nature of things, for them to 


imagine, that this ſhould be included in their 
commiſſion. Nor is there a hint in all their 
writings, from whence we can gather, that ever 
ſuch a thought entered their heads. Or that 
ever any other man formed an imagination, ſo 
| extravagantly wild; unleſs. it Was Simon, the 


Samaritan ſorcerer. 
The commiſſion runs in the farts: ade in 


Which the baptiſm of water had been admini- 
ſtred before. For John firſt preached, ſaying, 
Repent 505 e the ki * of lecven is at hand. 


V . And, 


C 
And, PO to the people, 7. bat they. 22 Se- 


lieve on bim that ſhould come after bim, that is, on 
Chriſt Jeſus. And they went to him, and mere 
baptized © of bim in Jordan, . confeſſing their fins. 


And thoſe who came to his baptiſim upon dif- 


ferent principles, he repulſed; ſay ing. Bring 
forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. And think 
uot o ſay within yourſelves, We bade Abraham to 


cur Father. And of, thoſe who came to Jeſus, 
and were | baptized: by his diſciples; it is ſaid, 


Jeſus made and baptized more diſciples than John. --+ 


Obſerve the order: firſt, made, and then, bap- 


 tized, diſciples. So in the commiſſion: it is 
firſt ſaid, teach, and then, baptizing them. And 


in the other Evangeliſt, it is firſt ” and: be that 


 believeth, and then, is baptized. So that, as 
here appears no change of order; it could not 


. convey-an idea of. a different baptiſm. . 


And the name in which it is ts be admini- 
ſtred, ſhews it to be the very ſame with John's 
baptiſm. It is true, we have no account, either 
of John, or any of the apoſtles, uſing the 


very form of words, in the act of baptiſm: 


but it is undeniable that (in the truth and ſub- 
ſtance. of the thing) John did baptize in the 


name of the F athes,: and of the Son, and of 


the Holy Ghoſt. For he did fully, and ar 


tinctly preach. the Three that bear record in 


heh. And Fohn bare record, ſaying,” T jaw * 

SPIRIT deſcending from heaven, like a dove, and 
it abode upon him. And IT knew him not: but HE + 
that ſent me to baptize with water, the ſame ſaid 


unto me, upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the ſpirit de- 


ſeending and remaining an . the Jame is he cohich W 


| 


N 


ö 1) Ib. p. 38. ; (e) Ib. p. 47. 


1 66 1 "Mi | 
' with the Hohn Gbeſt. * nk | 


4 55 ag record that'this is the SON of God. Thoſe 
= therefore, who received this record; and upon 


the ſtrength thereof, came to his baptiſm; were 


== rials baptized in (or into) the name of 
tte Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt. So that the baptiſm ſpecified in the 


commiſſion, is the ſelf· ſame that John taught 
from the beginning. And the ſame baptiſm, 
in the ſame order, and upon the people con- 
feſſing faith in the ſame name; is what was af- 
terwards practiſed by the apoſtle. 


But, concerning this canon your friend 


- cunningly tells us, (d) It was rather. prophe- 
ee tic; or repreſentative. of the real goſpel com- 


© miſffion-which he intended to beſtow. upon 


e them, than the thing itſelf.“ But as I can- 
not come to the knowledge of any other com- 
miſſion, without following 
chambers; which my Lord has forbidden; I 
chuſe to follow the infallible. word of truth: 
Which plainly ſhews, that by this verbal com- 
miſſion, the apoſtles were authorized, and by 
tie gitt of the Holy Ghoſt they were aaa | 
da diſpenſe the goſpel of ſalvation. Con- 
cerning .the. ſpiritual adminiſtration, he fays, 
(e) Nor can any ſort of men, by any thing 
n=; + they can do, either effect or introduce it. It 


him into the ſecret 


is the pure act of God in man; and, like 


ce. the true goſpel-miniſtry, 18 neither of. man, 
ec nor by man.“ With this teſtimony, I do 
fully acquieſce. But if this be true, it invali- 

daates all he hath ſaid, concerning a commiſſion 

FP gen: to jen. 4 to e that * opera- 


* 5 tion. 


1 5 1 1 
tion. And indeed, What he has ſaid; fully * | 


monſtrates his ignorance, of the nature, and MM 


excellency of chat baptiſm; which is peculiar to 
the Son of. God. And that he does not under- 
ſtand the difference, between that ſpecial giſt, 


whereby men are made, able miniſters ef the New | 


. ; and man having power to perform a 


_ Fork, which Fane SH.” 8 Dams 1 yo 


9 * 
n 4 7 Tx. e 
1 : * 4 S; * * 


ee Teuth. ber ne ſpirituality "ere Ta 


ſe orcs make Water e — . 


nificant? Pl * 


The Geldes is not, ee the bleflings- of 


We goſpel of- Chriſt are pure ſpirit and Ufe? me: 


Nor, whether water baptiſm be any more than 


a ſhadow or figure? But che queſtion is, we. 


ther the lign ſtands- in oppoſition to abs Tub». 
tance? or, Whether it be à figure ſo ſighifi- 

cant, and fo juſtly adapted, as by a ſpiritual 
direction. to be made ſubſervient to the vital 
manifeſtation? For whatever tends to diminiſh 
the excellency, or caſt a veil over che glory of 
the Miniſtration of the New Teſtament, is bot 
"of God. A 
The Holy Ghoſt! repreſorcs witer bapriſh; 15 
= - Hig of no other uſe, nor appointed to any 
other end, but to make manifeſt the Anointed 
of God, and his effectual baptiſm. As John 
"aid, But that he ſhould be made manifeſt to Thrael, 
therefore TI come baptizing with water. -I indecd 
Baptixe you with water Be ſhall bapitze you with 
| "or Ho Ghoſt and with * It way in conſide- 
Kh 5 


r ation 


OS... 


. - 68 5 N 
= . ration of the. "ING os” that Peter encou- 
EF. raged the people to be baptized : faying; Re; 
bent, and be baptized every. one of you in the name 
N Feſus: Chriſt, for the Remiſſion f fins, and ye 
ſhall. receive the gift of - the Holy Ghoſt. | Thus the 
: Samaritans, being. firſt baptized, the bleſſing T 
came upon them. On they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus. Then laid they their 
bands on them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt, 
The company of Cornelius having received the 
Holy Ghoſt, is the Reaſon given for their be- 
ing baptized with water. Then anſwered Peter 
Can any man forbid water, that.theſe ſhould not be 
- baptized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt as. 
dell as we. The diſciples which Paul found 
at Epheſus; upon their declaring, We have not 
fa much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt, 
he ſaid unto them, Unto what, then were ye bap- 
ized? This their ignorance; made their bap- | 
tiſm utterly, inſignificant : foraſmuch as it could 
hot be done of faith, or in ſubſerviency to the 
promiſed bleſſing. But when they were inſtructed 
into the truth of the deſign, They were baptized 
in the name of. the. Lord Jolas, And when Paul 
bad laid bis hands upon them, the Holy Ghoſt came 
on them.---Thus it is plain, the baptiſm, of wa- 
ter does not ſtand in oppoſition to the baptiſm 
of the Holy Ghoſt: but keeping it's own pro- 
per place, pl made ſubſervient, to illuſtrate 08 4 
r of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 5 
Before the coming of the Meſſiah, the peopl = 
were under rudiments, which both held $640] 
in bondage, and were as a veil upon their hearts: 
"ok RACE the We is Gomes AY thoſe cloudy : 
n ſadows 


A 5 

madous are done away, , The. dathneſs 1s: 8 N 
and the true light now erb. But be it obſerved. 
that although the goſpel now ſhines in the pu- 
rity of ſpiritual. glory; our hearts retain. much 

5 darkneſs, and weaknefs; ſo that we do not 
immediately enter into the fulneſs of the glory 


of God. For : now wwe ſee through a glaſs darkly, _ 2 q 


but then face to face.---Not as 1 I had already 

_ attained, either were already perfelt. For which 
Treaſon, our great High prieſt affords us every 
5 neceſſary aſſiſtance, for edification and ſpiritual 


enlargement; to enable us to comprehend. . 


excellency of the glory which is revealed in his 
Word. And he hath appointed the ordinances 
5 of baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper. to continue 
in his church till his ſecond coming. Theſe © 
are of a figurative nature, but not like the ſha- 
dos in the law of Moſes; whereby the glory - 
was obſcured, as under a veil: for theſe are 
clear and bright repreſentations of ſpiritual 
things. Anck though they are as glaſſes, they , 
WE (1 perſpicuous, that in them we behold with +. 


open face, he glory of the, Lord... The legal on 


.ceremonies were like the proſpect pe a land ac ; 3 
a diſtance ; theſe are like a landfcape, in a man's 


hand, to enable him to make more diſtinct ob- 


85 ſervations, of the land! in which he is travel- 
ling. Theſe are not like thoſe ceremonies, in 
which were contained a kind of typical righ- _ 
teouſneſs, even to thoſe who were not ſpiritual. 
believers: for there is no kind of rigbteonſneſs 
pertaining to them, only ſo far as they point 
44 immediately to the everlaſting. righteouſneſs, 
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they SORE ö dead, "ah uſeleſs; -For® 
dtte only figures; br. glaſſes, to fepréfeht pri- 
wil things it is im oMBIefor or any 10 85 Tres. 
a Leive any benefit from ther, any further . 
5 die eyes of his underftanding 5 opened, to-“ 
1 Oy: _ behold the thing ſignifisd: chat is Chr the a- 
1 rue K. But to the enli ightened mind; a 
1 de preſent A: glorious Profess 
3 N I cheſe ordinances were worthy of Chris | 
E _ Taſtibution, they are certainly worthy' of our at- 
tention: And they are of ſpecial uſe in 
Thing 8 11 Hereby we make an Open — 
of Chi ft. and of the fulneſs that dwells in 
wm; declaring our full affent to, and ARG. 
' 3 ation of his Vucle goſpel ; our intite 'depen- 
deence on his grace, and ubreſerved. ſubmiſſion 
== 90 his Will. In token whereof, - we 9 9 
4 * ; . td him in dhe way he has 'appoint ed 
.* Een ve remember; and acknowledge 
won, or want of | maturity in the kin gdem 
of God; and chat we. are Waiting for the Tom. 
WHO when no ſhidow' can be of any more 
- wiſe: but, we ſhall fee him ds bb. 16.3. Heteby 
dhe memory is refreſhed.” This do in remembrante 
f ne + The conception ions ate enlarged, the N 
0 warmed,” and che mind comforted,” in 
digg the'vital ſubſtance; through the ma. b 
dows ; erin diſcerning the Tarts body. For: they 
are only different modes ef preaching thię gof- 
eo, to | 2ffich our minds, by the repre on 
of divine things to out ahderſtandings re 
7 1 8 Baptiſin i 10 t0 be adininiſtred when che erlon 
enters into the viſible” church, as an open de- | 
++, claration' of his Faith in Chi. "Fd as nan of * 
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i baptized into Gbr 
L 8 22 Fs in this ordinance, there is a fl 25 
rative repreſentation of all thoſe ſpiritual. b ef- | 

ings, communications, and operations, bw 
a ſoul is delivered from à ſtate of fin. and 
© Heath; brought inte the kingdom af Chri 
and qualified for a member of the, church be- 
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in the church, 10 + her 1 enge. 
; | t believers; wot i 
4 den as % ga this bre , and. drink this cup, ) . 
75 ſhe the Lord's death till be come. 25 in 8 op 
- ordinance, there is a figurative repreſentation. 5 8 
I thoſe ſpiritual communications, whereby * 
foul | is made to grow up into him which is 
head, even Chriſt; and qualified for the church 
above.---Theſe things may be clearly appre - 
ended; not from the trength of imagination, 
fighs of fancy, or images graveg by g our. ) ln 
50 ot the word of tv "nd 
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